
the false dream of  presumed human needs? Are we as a 
biological species allowing our collective consciousness 
to be subsumed by a digital steering committee directed 
by artifi cial intelligence? Or by a cohort of  billionaires 
whose wealth they presume entitles them to control the 
fate of  our species and many others? Indeed, this is the 
ultimate ignominy. We are petrifying our consciousness 
by committing an unforgivable crime against our planet 
Earth, the only home in the Universe that is rightfully 
ours, the only planet on which our cellular structure may 
dance to the song of  life as we know it. We are presently 
engaging in a tragedy of  the commons, but on a planet-
wide scale.

There yet remains a cadre of  us who have invested our 
lives in hard-core environmentalism, be it of  the Earth 
First! variety; the traditional environmental organizational 
variety; preservation of  wildlands variety; radical 
environmentalism based on individual imagination; 
preservation of  Indigenous Mindedness as a source 
for re-wilding human consciousness; or all the above, 
and more—far more. We have a collective inkling of  
what must be done in a time when environmental and 
social activism are fast becoming illegal according to 
the absolutely erroneous perspective of  the so-called 
governing powers that be.

Our activism is based on ethics and intuition of  what is 
appropriate and what is not. We are a fellowship, a Gaian 
fellowship to which it is a high honor to belong. We are 
individuals with imagination, who are stout-hearted, who 
know that we must react as individuals or in groups to 
defend our planet Earth from others of  our species who 
would ever perpetrate the fi nal tragedy of  the commons.

We are practitioners of  the ethics of  resistance. As old 
Uncle Walt vigorously advised: Resist Much—Obey Little. 

Jack Loeffl er is an aural historian, 
environmentalist, writer, radio 
producer and sound-collage artist. He 
is the author or editor of  many books, 
including Headed into the Wind: 
A Memoir; Thinking Like a 
Watershed: Voices from the West; 
Survival Along the Continental 

Divide: An Anthology of  Interviews; and Adventures with 
Ed: A Portrait of  Abbey. You can hear a podcast interview with 
him at: HTTPS://REWILDING.ORG/EPISODE-63-JACK-LOEFFLER-
ON-REWILDING-HUMAN-CONSCIOUSNESS-AND-TALES-FROM-AN-

EXTRAORDINARY-LIFE/

“Maybe Nature has evolved 
some of  us as anti-bodies.” 
– Dave Forman
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DYNAMIC HEAT MAP
Dynamic heat maps generated from the S&P Global Sustainable1 Municipal Climate Physical 
Risk dataset show how the distribution and intensity of  climate hazards may evolve through-
out the U.S., and which regions face the greatest potential for damages now and in the future. 
Across Rocky Mountain and southern Midwest states, as well as California and the Southwest, 
high-likelihood wildfi re conditions are already substantial and are projected to rise. The greatest 
increases over the next 30 years are expected to occur among central U.S. states.

EPA TERMINATING $20 BILLION IN CLIMATE GRANTS

Includes $1.5 billion for tribal clean-energy projects
In September 2025, a federal appeal court dealt a blow to tribal clean-energy initiatives, ruling that the 
EPA can proceed with terminating $20 billion in climate grants that included approximately $1.5 billion 
earmarked for Native American communities. In a 2-1 decision, the D.C. Circuit Court of  Appeals 
reversed a lower court injunction, fi nding that grant recipients must pursue their claims in the specialized 
Court of  Federal Claims, which can only award monetary damages, not the injunctive relief  sought by 
the organizations.

EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin terminated the grants in March of  last year, citing concerns about 
oversight and potential confl icts of  interest in the award process, though the agency failed to provide 
evidence of  fraud when grantees sued. In a sharp dissent, Judge Nina Pillard, an Obama appointee, 
argued the majority reached “the wrong conclusion at every step” and accused the Trump administration 
of  “spurious” investigations into the grants.

The terminated funding was part of  the $27 billion Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund established by 
the Infl ation Reduction Act. Of  that total, $20 billion was used to create what are known as “green 
banks”—nonprofi t fi nancing institutions that use public money to attract private investment for clean 
energy projects. The green bank funding supported two programs: the National Clean Investment Fund 
and Clean Communities Investment Accelerator, which committed $1.5 billion specifi cally for tribal 
communities.

Climate United Fund, one of  the largest green bank recipients with $6.97 billion, had pledged $620 
million for tribal projects and already committed $63 million in pre-construction fi nancing for solar 
installations in partnership with tribal governments in Eastern Oregon and Idaho, according to court 
documents. The organization also launched a $30 million technical assistance program that approved 
22 awards to tribes and Native-serving organizations across 18 states. In August 2025, terminated the 
separate Solar for All program, Zeldin eliminated more than $500 million in tribal solar funding that 
supported communities nationwide.

Climate United CEO Beth Bafford said that organization would continue fi ghting the September deci-
sion. “We stand fi rm on the merits of  our case: EPA unlawfully froze and terminated funds that were 
legally obligated and disbursed,” she said in a statement. If  litigation ultimately proceeds in the Court of  
Federal Claims, it could take more than a year to reach resolution.Photos by Jack Loeffl er
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ADMINISTRATION FINALIZES DELAY OF EPA 
OIL AND GAS METHANE POLLUTION RULE

On Nov. 26, 2025, the Environmental Protection Agency delayed Clean Air Act protec-
tions that would have curbed methane and other toxic pollution generated by the oil and 
gas industry. The methane standards—fi nalized in December 2023 after years of  scientifi c 
review, public input and sustained advocacy—were considered a major victory for climate 
and public health watchdogs. For the fi rst time, EPA required pollution controls on existing 
oil and gas equipment, while strengthening safeguards for new sources. Those protections 
were designed to cut dangerous emissions at reasonable cost, level the playing fi eld with 
stronger state rules, and deliver cleaner air for millions of  families.

Instead, according to Sierra Club Río Grande Chapter Director Camilla Feibelman, EPA’s 
delay will expose communities to 1.3 million additional tons of  methane, a climate-impact-
ing gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide over 20 years. Feibelman said that the 
rule will allow 350,000 extra tons of  smog- and soot-forming pollution and 13,000 addi-
tional tons of  air toxins—including benzene and formaldehyde, known carcinogens linked 
to leukemia, respiratory illness and adverse birth outcomes. Feibelman says that the EPA 
has offered no legitimate scientifi c or legal justifi cation for postponing the protections, and 
that the agency sidestepped required federal rulemaking procedures by issuing the delay as 
an “interim fi nal rule,” bypassing public participation. The Sierra Club and partner orga-
nizations that challenged the EPA’s earlier interim delay in federal court will continue to 
pursue legal action to overturn the fi nal rule and restore safeguards.

LAWMAKERS HEAR OF THE RISING 
PRICE OF A WARMING NEW MEXICO

Clear Horizons New Mexico Coalition 
Advocates for Climate Action

In November 2025, at a Water and Natural Resources Interim 
Committee hearing in Santa Fe, New Mexico lawmakers were 
shown data indicating how hotter temperatures are impacting 
families and communities across the state. Scientists, econ-
omists and policy advocates told them that New Mexico is 
already paying a steep price for this—from higher insurance 
premiums and shrinking water supplies to mounting costs of  
rebuilding after fi res and fl oods.

“In just the last year, New Mexico has had to spend more than 
$256 million through executive orders alone to respond to 
climate-driven disasters,” said Adrian Avila, the New Mexico 
Senate Majority Offi ce’s principal fi scal analyst. “The frequency 
of  disasters is increasing—and our emergency spending refl ects 
that reality.” State data show that climate-related losses could 
reach one-third of  New Mexico’s annual budget by 2040.

“New Mexico has spent nearly a decade in severe to exceptional 
drought. That kind of  long-term stress supercharges wildfi res, 
dries out soils and turns routine rainfall into catastrophic fl ood-
ing,” Ali Rye, secretary of  Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management Department, told the committee. “Before 2022, 
New Mexico hadn’t had a federally declared disaster since 2012. 
But in the last three years alone, we’ve had four—a dramatic 
shift that shows how severe and widespread these events have 
become.”

Senate President Pro Tempore Mimi Stewart outlined her 
proposal—the Clear Horizons Act—which would codify New 
Mexico’s 2050 climate pollution emissions goals and establish a 
framework for long-term investment in clean energy and com-
munity preparedness. “New Mexico families are already feeling 
the rising costs of  wildfi res, fl ooding and extreme weather—in 
utility costs and everyday expenses,” Stewart said. “The Clear 
Horizons Act puts the governor’s executive order into statute 
and gives our agencies the tools and certainty they need to 
guide industry and safeguard family budgets.”

The act is intended to work in tandem with the Community 
Benefi t Fund, which invests directly in community-led projects 
that create jobs and strengthen local resilience—from wildfi re 
recovery in Mora County to renewable energy storage in Eddy 
County and water infrastructure in Curry County. “This legisla-
tion gives New Mexico a real plan, one that brings state agen-
cies, local governments and communities onto the same page so 
we can fi nally tackle greenhouse gas emissions and build a safer 
future for our families,” said Rep. Tara Lujan, House District 
48. Thirty-fi ve climate, equity, social justice and conservation 
organizations and businesses across the state have formed the 
Clear Horizons New Mexico Coalition to advocate for climate 
action, including the Clear Horizons Act.
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Let’s Plant Albuquerque is a city-led initiative that aims to plant 100,000 
new trees in the city by 2030—so far, they’ve reached a little over 25 
percent of  this goal, according to the website. The city is prioritizing 
plantings in areas with diminished tree canopy. It’s also encouraging 
citizens to take a tree-planting pledge where they commit to planting 
a tree in their yard or in the community, and now requires all new 
development to meet tree-planting quotas. A similar initiative in Tucson 
aims to plant a million trees by 2030, and the nonprofi t Eco El Paso also 
hopes to plant that many. 

Albuquerque’s effort to incorporate more green stormwater 
infrastructure, a practice that uses natural systems and practices 
that mimic natural water cycles to reduce fl ooding, can also lower 

temperatures 
with evaporative 
cooling. For 
instance, 
permeable 
pavements, which 
allow rainwater 
to seep through 
a porous surface, 
can help cool the 
pavement when 

the moisture evaporates. The city also aims to use such infrastructure 
to naturally irrigate trees, according to Simon, helping them fulfi ll their 
cooling mission.

But anything that can reduce the outdoor heat in the city can help 
indoor temperatures remain in the range in which swamp coolers are 
more effective. Albuquerque is investigating solutions like cool roofs 
and pavements, which use materials that help refl ect sunlight and absorb 
less heat. In Phoenix, the Cool Pavement Program, which uses a water-
based treatment painted on top of  regular asphalt pavement, lowered 
temperatures in treated areas by 10.5 to 12 degrees during the afternoon 
compared to untreated asphalt. “We’re still testing [cool roofs and cool 
pavements], but we passed a sustainability resolution last year with nine-
to-zero council support,” said Simon. “It urges the city to pilot these 
kinds of  programs, so we will be rolling those out for sure.”

Simon encouraged people to think about heat in the long term and help 
manage rising temperatures by cutting their carbon output, whether it 
be by reducing their food waste, taking the bus or making their next car 
electric. “No matter what’s happening in Washington, D.C., we can still 
take climate action,” she said. “These ways that we can help our own 
communities will really matter, if  not immediately, then for the next 
generation.”

SWAMP COOLERS’ ABILITY TO BEAT 
THE HEAT IS EVAPORATING

FROM INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS

Evaporative coolers are a popular and climate-friendly cooling option in 
arid regions, but temperatures in New Mexico are rising beyond what the 
home appliances can manage. Evaporative coolers, also known as swamp 
coolers, use the power of  evaporation to cool indoor air. The units, which 
often sit on top of  homes and offi ce buildings, use a fan to pass outdoor 
air over a wet pad. As the water evaporates, it pulls heat from the air, 
cooling it before it is pumped into the home.

“The average temperatures in Albuquerque have gone up considerably,” 
said James McAfee, a plumber who works on swamp coolers and 
has lived in the metro area for 35 years. “Swamp coolers tend to like 
temperatures of  90 degrees and below. Once you start getting up to 95, 
the temperatures start to be too much for the evaporation to happen at a 
slow enough pace.”

Aside from heat and humidity, swamp coolers have another weakness: 
The outdoor air they pull into homes carries pollutants like wildfi re 
smoke, which is becoming increasingly common in a drought-stricken 
and easily ignitable Southwest.

As an alternative to abandoning swamp coolers, Neil Kolwey, building 
electrifi cation specialist for the Southwest Energy Effi ciency Project 
in Boulder, Colorado suggests keeping them as the primary cooling 
systems for homes—at least on the second fl oor—and supplementing 
them with refrigerated air or heat pump systems on hotter days. He also 
recommends that people with swamp coolers ensure their homes are 
properly sealed and insulated, which should help with effi ciency. “It’s also 
important to properly size and regularly maintain swamp coolers in order 
to get the most out of  them,” he said.

 Nature’s Swamp Coolers
As Southwestern cities become hotter, local governments are also 
seeking ways to cool neighborhoods, which could help take the load off  
of  struggling swamp coolers. Adding tree canopy can help not only by 

providing shade, but with its own evaporative cooling of  the outside air. 
Through evapotranspiration, a process in which trees release water vapor 
into the air, the leafy canopy cools the surrounding environment.

Albuquerque collaborated with NASA in 2021 to map its tree canopy, and 
then compared temperatures across the city on the hottest days of  the 
year. According to Ann Simon, City of  Albuquerque sustainability offi cer, 
they discovered up to a 17-degree difference from one neighborhood to 
the next based on how much tree canopy they had.

Green stormwater infrastructure 
can lower temperatures with 
evaporative cooling.

Albuquerque discovered up to 
a 17-degree difference from one 
neighborhood to the next based on how 
much tree canopy they had.

Permeable pavement, which 
allows rainwater to seep 
through a porous surface, 
can help cool the pavement.

38 GREENFIRETIMES.COM  JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2026



NEW MEXICO’S WATER USAGE
In New Mexico, over the years, water usage has shifted dramatical-
ly toward urban consumption, energy production and large-scale 
agriculture. Over-reliance on groundwater extraction has led to 
the depletion of  many of  the state’s aquifers. In some areas, water 
tables have dropped so signifi cantly that wells have run dry, leaving 
communities and farms without a reliable water source. Small family 
farms in particular have suffered as decreased water supply lowers 
yields, causing some farmers to lose agricultural status on their tax 
fi lings and costing already struggling families their traditional liveli-
hoods.

The Legislature has funded hundreds of  water projects across New 
Mexico and made it easier to get funding through the New Mexico 
Finance Authority’s Water Project Fund. The state also addressed 
scarcity by funding the treatment of  brackish, previous unusable 
water from deep aquifers. This has the potential to increase water 
availability to farmers as well as manufacturing industries.

Then there is the issue of  overconsumption. Current state law does 
little to discourage illegal water diversions. Industries pay nominal 
fi nes for overuse. Watering of  non-native ornamental grass on land 
other than schools, parks and athletic fi elds consumes a signifi cant 
amount of  limited water resources.

NEW MEXICO ANNOUNCES $26 MILLION 
FOR BRACKISH WATER PROJECTS
The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) and Offi ce 
of  the State Engineer (OSE) have announced more than $25.9 
million in grant funding to advance the exploration, production and 
treatment of  brackish water projects across the state—an invest-
ment intended to develop new clean and reliable water sources as 
climate change intensifi es.

The announcement marks the fi rst step in awarding $40 million appropriated by the 
Legislature in 2025 for the newly created Strategic Water Supply Program. The state 
expects to award an additional $13 million in contracts in the coming months. The 
grants support implementation of  Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham’s 50-Year Water 
Action Plan.

A technical review committee led by the NMED and the OSE selected seven ap-
plicants to receive a total of  $25,928,632. The grants align with local, state, or tribal 
economic development goals and comply with water quality and other permitting 
requirements. The awards include one construction project, one design pilot project, 
one environmental documentation or demonstration project, two feasibility studies 
and two research and development projects. In total, 13 grant applications requesting 
more than $94 million were submitted for consideration, along with $40 million in 
private sector contract proposals. The governor’s fi scal year 2027 executive budget 
request will include additional funding to support future brackish water projects.

Why Brackish Water?
Brackish water is naturally salty groundwater found in underground reservoirs across 
New Mexico. While it cannot be used directly for drinking or for many agricultural 
crops without treatment, brackish water treatment units are able to create an alterna-
tive water source that can be safely used for a range of  purposes such as manufactur-
ing, cooling, dust control and cement-making.

New Mexico is estimated to have up to 1.3 trillion gallons of  brackish water state-
wide. If  New Mexico continues with business as usual, scientists project the state will 
have a water shortfall of  over 244 billion gallons in 50 years. Developing brackish 
water is one essential step toward ensuring long-term water security. Other efforts 
underway include water infrastructure improvements, aquifer mapping and enhanced 
watershed protection.

2025 Grantees
• Alamo Navajo School Board ($1.83M): Socorro County—Construction 
of  a small-scale brackish water treatment plant to improve public health, water 
security and community self-suffi ciency.
• City of  Anthony ($1.41M): Doña Ana County—Environmental analysis 
and testing for a brackish groundwater pilot, producing scalable recommenda-
tions and a permitting roadmap for statewide use.
• Village of  Cuba ($11.7M): Sandoval County—Design of  a fi rst-of-its-kind 
zero-waste desalination facility estimated to produce 518,000 gallons of  potable 
water per day while generating jobs and revenue.
• University of  New Mexico ($400K): Bernalillo County—Statewide evalu-
ation of  economic and environmental tradeoffs associated with brackish water 
management.
• Pueblo of  Laguna ($6.0M): Sandoval County—Tribal-led feasibility study 
to characterize brackish water resources and support long-term water resilience.
• New Mexico Institute of  Mining & Technology ($1.58M): Socorro 
County—Advanced membrane research to recover over 98 percent high-purity 
water while reducing brine waste and supporting clean-energy supply chains.
• Arrowhead Center at New Mexico State University ($3.0M): Doña Ana 
County—Establishment of  a Brine Valorization Accelerator Hub to convert 
waste brines into valuable products and build a statewide water-technology 
ecosystem.

To see the full list of  grant recipients, visit HTTPS://WWW.ENV.NM.GOV/STRATEGIC-WATER-

SUPPLY/STRATEGIC-WATER-SUPPLY-GRANT/ . 

New Mexico is estimated to have up 
to 1.3 trillion gallons of  brackish water 
stored underground.
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RÍO GRANDE WATER AGREEMENT

After more than a decade of  litigation over the Río Grande, on Sept. 30, attor-
neys for Colorado, New Mexico, Texas and the federal government presented a 
U.S. Court of  Appeals senior judge, the senior master in Texas v. New Mexico and 
Colorado, a proposed settlement of  four different agreements. Representatives for 
New Mexico described the proposal as a fair resolution, despite objections from 
the City of  Las Cruces, the Albuquerque-Bernalillo County Water Authority and 
agricultural groups that think that it would leave New Mexico with most of  the 
responsibility to protect groundwater supplies. Those parties fi led amicus curiae 
briefs in October.

In 1938, the three states signed the Río Grande Compact, which appropriat-
ed water deliveries. In the decades since, surface water fl ows have changed and 
groundwater pumping has increased. In 2008, irrigation districts and the federal 
government negotiated an operating agreement for the Río Grande Project, which 
Congress authorized in 1905, apportioning 57 percent of  surface waters to New 
Mexico and 43 percent to Texas. The project’s infrastructure included Caballo and 
Elephant Butte dams. 

New Mexico sued over the agreement in 2011, claiming that Texas was getting 
more than its share. Two years later, Texas sued New Mexico, alleging violations 
of  the Río Grande Compact. In 2022, the U.S. Supreme Court rejected a proposed 
settlement the two states had worked out. In August 2025, the states announced 
that they had reached a revised settlement, pending the court’s approval. New 
Mexico agreed to reduce depletions of  groundwater and draft a water management 
plan. The depletion reductions would require New Mexico to scale back ground-
water pumping in the Lower Río Grande by 5 to 7 percent and buy water rights 
that could cost about $150 million. Water debts would be forgiven, and neither 

state would 
have to pay 
penalties or 
damages. The 
fi nal ruling 
from the court 
is expected 
this year. 

In addition to 
being a water 
delivery sys-
tem, the mid-
dle and lower 
Río Grande 
are a living, vi-
tal ecosystem. 
Last summer, 
18 miles of  
the river that 
goes through 
Albuquerque 
went dry, and 
in early Octo-
ber, Elephant 
Butte reservoir 
was at 3.8 
percent.

SANTA TERESA AQUIFER RESILIENCE PROGRAM

Doña Ana County will be applying for up to $25 million from New Mexico’s 
Strategic Water Supply program for a proposed desalination plant in the Santa 
Teresa Industrial Park. The funding was established by the state Legislature and 
is administered by the state Environment Department.

The county also plans to support the project with $15 million matching funds 
from Project Jupiter gross receipts tax rebates. Project Jupiter is a planned 
complex of  four data centers, a power generation facility and business offi ces 
being developed by Borderplex Digital Assets and Stack Infrastructure in an 
industrial area near the southern border. That project is being funded in part 
through $165 billion in industrial revenue bonds and other tax incentives. The 
data center’s primary client is OpenAI.

The total cost of  the plant, which would be built to supply a reliable drink-
ing-water source for the Santa Teresa area and support the corridor’s economic 
development, is projected to be $75 million. It would use reverse osmosis to 
remove salts and other solids, producing four million gallons per day. Construc-
tion would begin in 2028 or 2029.

The county’s commissioners also authorized a $10 million application to sup-
port research into brackish water sources from the Mesilla Basin and Mount 
Riley aquifers “to determine the commercial viability of  brackish water with-
drawal and treatment to meet the needs of  the County.”

A vast supply of  mostly brackish water has been located within the Mesilla 
Basin, which crosses beneath the U.S.–Mexico border. A feasibility study listed 
electric vehicle and solar panel manufacturing, data center cooling and cement 
and concrete manufacturing as potential users of  the treated water. Leftover 
brine might be injected deep into the Earth and remaining solids disposed of  in 
a landfi ll.

ENERGY

SANTA FE COUNTY COMMISSION VOTES 
TO EXPLORE COUNTY-OWNED ELECTRIC UTILITY 

Santa Fe’s County Commission has voted to look into creating a county-owned 
electric utility system to replace the current service, provided by Public Service 
Company of  New Mexico. The study would explore options for consideration, 
which could emphasize expediting the transition to renewables and lowering 
electric costs. “We need to do this in the interest of  resilience,” said Commis-
sioner Camila Bustamante.

PNM is a privately owned monopoly, whose rates and services are regulated 
by the Public Regulation Commission. Part of  the impetus for this initiative 
appears to be the effort by PNM to obtain PRC approval for its proposed sale 
to a massive private equity fi rm seeking to become “the world’s largest provider 
of  data centers,” Blackstone, in an $11.5 billion deal. Unlike privately owned 
utilities, municipal utilities do not build profi ts for investors into their rates. 

Santa Fe County operates 28 solar facilities generating more than 3 million 
kilowatt-hours annually, and manages a water utility that serves more than 
4,000 customers. The county also has partnerships in additional solar projects 
and energy training initiatives, including a microgrid partnership at Santa Fe 
Community College.
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FUSION ENERGY COMPANY TO BE 
LOCATED IN ALBUQUERQUE

Pacifi c Fusion, a California-based company, has chosen Albu-
querque’s Mesa del Sol, a large, mixed-use, master-planned com-
munity as the place to build its fi rst fusion-power research and 
manufacturing facility. Groundbreaking on the 225,000-square-
foot campus will begin next year, and operations are to com-
mence in 2027. Pacifi c Fusion has already begun hiring staff.

The facility will house a demonstration system, designed to 
achieve “net facility gain”—more fusion energy than all the en-
ergy stored in the system—by 2030, at 10-fold lower cost than 
the National Ignition Facility at Lawrence Livermore Labora-
tory. The company’s website says, “These developments keep 
us on track to deliver the fi rst commercial fusion system in the 
U.S. by the mid-2030s and then move quickly to scaled deploy-
ment of  affordable fusion energy.” If  Pacifi c Fusion achieves 
its goals, it could revolutionize energy generation. 

Fusion is considered clean energy because it produces no 
greenhouse gas emissions and uses abundant fuel sources. Un-
like nuclear fi ssion, it produces no high-level radioactive waste 
that requires long-term storage.

The Albuquerque City Council approved a $776 million in-
dustrial revenue bond, which provides the company with tax 
exemptions on property and gross receipts for up to 30 years 
in exchange for commitments to create jobs and capital invest-
ment. Eight million dollars in state Local Economic Develop-
ment Act (LEDA) funding was also approved.

Pacifi c Fusion will invest $1 billion and create around 200 
long-term jobs in addition to construction jobs. An economic 
impact report says this will contribute $1.7 billion in econom-
ic impact to the area over the next decade, including $57.15 
million in direct impact. In Albuquerque Business First, Pacifi c 
Fusion’s co-founder and COO Carrie von Muench said that 
incentives, working with state and local government, and the 
state’s commitment to clean energy were all components that 
led to the decision, as well as the research that has been done 
at Sandia National Laboratories. The article also quotes Gov. 
Michelle Lujan Grisham, who said, “This is the platform for 
[carbon-free] energy that the world is waiting for… This is 
where it will happen.”
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National Ambient Energy for 
Building Research Symposium
Ghost Ranch, Abiquiú, New Mexico

BY DAN ANTONIONI

In September 2025, 
Ghost Ranch hosted 
the National Ambient 
Energy for Building 
Research Symposium 
(NAEBERS). 
Ambient energy is 
otherwise known as 
“Passive Solar” ener-
gy. The symposium 
brought together 
solar professionals 
from around the 
world, with many 
coming from New 
Mexico and around 
the Southwest. 

Before the advent of  
photovoltaics, which 
converts sunshine 
into electricity (and 
which dominates the 
solar energy market 
today), there were 
practical building 
designs and human 
settlements that 
allowed for passive 
heating in the winter 
and natural cool-
ing in the summer. 
No moving parts, 
pumps, plumbing, 
or electricity re-
quired—just a good 
design that allows a 
building to heat with 
sunshine and cool 

with shade and cool nighttime air. With buildings consuming roughly 40 percent of  global ener-
gy supplies, ambient buildings can dramatically lower the carbon footprint of  the built environ-
ment and provide comfortable temperatures to live in. As such, ambient designs offer practical 
solutions for energy effi ciency and combatting climate change. 

AMBIENT ENERGY
Like all mammals and most lifeforms, human beings are thermal creatures. We are biologically 
evolved to migrate to warmer and cooler climates, put on sweaters, and design buildings that 
provide comfort. Ambient temperatures vary widely on planet Earth, and building designs offer 
practical ways to adapt to a wide variety of  climates. From freezing temperatures to the humid 
tropics, we are always on the move to be comfortable. 

New Mexico saw a renaissance in passive solar designs in the late 1960s and ‘70s, with experi-
mental buildings, solar adobe homes and an assortment of  geometric and unusual dome-shaped 

4,000 year-old Persian wind chimneys 
(badgirs) are still functioning as natural 
cooling ventilation systems. 
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Symposium participants toured innovative building sites including 
an Earthship in Taos.

Design concept rendering for Pacifi c Fusion’s campus in Albuquerque, 
N.M. (image courtesy Pacifi c Fusion)



prototype homes and small living spaces. Pre-colonial settlements at Chaco Canyon and Mesa 
Verde utilized passive-heating principles and created stunning human settlements. Achieving am-
bient warmth with sunshine was central to their designs. 
 
Today there are many examples of  passive-solar buildings throughout the world, including many 
in New Mexico. Earthships are one of  the more recognized styles. 
 
The ‘70s were a time of  tremendous building and energy innovation, and New Mexico was a 
cultural hub of  solar creativity. At the time, going “back to the land” and learning to live off-
grid with solar as a primary energy source was an opportunity to “think outside the box” (both 
figuratively and literally) and allow for a fusion of  ecology, engineering and grassroots building. 
Interesting unusual buildings were experimented with, such as geodesic domes, so much so that 
solar pioneer Steve Baer eventually invented the “zome,” which is a hybrid paradigm design incor-
porating dome shapes and polyhedra geometry. 
 
The oil embargo in 1973 further prompted interest in energy sources other than fossil fuels, and 
what better way to achieve energy independence than harnessing the sun. Jimmy Carter installed 
solar thermal panels on the White House roof, and “energy independence” and “conservation” 
became household phrases. Hence the modern passive solar age was born.
 
Many homes today incorporate practical efficiency features through insulation, tight building 
envelopes, green appliances and photovoltaics. However, most do not integrate solar gains and 
thermal mass to minimize heating and cooling loads. So what happened to these ambient energy 
principles and the research that continually strives to improve them?
 
THE NATIONAL AMBIENT ENERGY FOR BUILDING 
RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM
The conference brought together experts in the field of  passive solar design to discuss current 
research and to pay tribute to the many solar pioneers who contributed to the movement. Steve 
Baer and Peter Van Dresser were honored with stories, examples of  their work and fond memo-
ries. Both were prolific designers, writers and builders of  many things solar in New Mexico and 
were mentors to many of  the symposium’s presenters. 
 
Ghost Ranch was a fitting place for this conference, as Baer and Van Dresser organized the first 
passive-solar workshop there in 1972, called Life Support Technics Conference. Ghost Ranch is also 
home to four passive-solar prototype buildings known collectively as the Sundwellings Demon-
stration Center that were designed and developed by Van Dresser and a team of  early solar pio-
neers, including architect Mark Chalom, who offered a pre-conference tour of  the buildings. 
 
With the advent of  photovoltaic solar, the passive-solar movement faded from public view, but 
research and design didn’t stop. While the conference highlighted the heyday of  passive solar in 
New Mexico, it also delivered a large body of  current scientific research and demonstrated that 
research is robust and will continue well into the future. There were close to 50 presentations and 
a dozen posters and displays. 
 

HISTORY
Several presentations focused on the research and developments of  the passive-solar movement 
in New Mexico, with examples of  solar research conducted at Los Alamos National Laboratory 
and the National Renewable Energy Lab (NREL). (And there were references to the current po-
litical climate that has withdrawn funding for solar research and renamed the NREL the “National 
Laboratory of  the Rockies.”) Illustrations of  4,000 year-old Persian wind chimneys (badgirs) that 
are still functioning as natural cooling ventilation systems highlighted the significance of  ambient 
strategies throughout history. From space-age illustrations showing how photons travel to Earth 
and can be captured in building designs, to back-to-the-land structures that served as practical 
solar-heated dwellings, presenters demonstrated that ambient energy research and designs have 
made a significant impact on the built environment. 
 
Of  all the New Mexico solar pioneers, Steve Baer was, by far, the most frequently referenced. A 
brilliant designer, prolific writer and practical innovator, Baer exemplified the experimental move-
ment that spanned high-tech engineering to creative geometric-shaped “zome” designs, creative 
re-use of  materials, and eventually the development of  his company, Zomeworks. Some of  Baer’s 
notable books include Sunspots, Dome Cookbook, and Zome Primer. Equally significant were referenc-
es to Peter Van Dresser, who played a pivotal role in developing solar designs in New Mexico. He 
authored two groundbreaking books on solar: Passive Solar House Basics and Homegrown Sundwellings. 
The early passive solar movement was so extensive that presentations were challenged to squeeze 
so much amazing information into 15-minute sessions. 
           
Current Research
Current research is extensive and covers a wide range of  ambient-energy applications. Materials 
research, housing developments and manufactured homes were just some of  the topics covered. 
Graduate students from several prominent universities presented on topics ranging from win-

Ambient strategies offer a sensible way 
forward for the built environment. dows, mobile homes, phase-change materials, and traditional topics ranging from 

the use of  thermal mass to creative ventilation strategies. Heating, cooling, net-ze-
ro buildings, strategies for affordable housing, building science, and sociological 
and behavioral research were also covered. An overview of  Pliny Fisk’s pioneering 
Center for Maximum Building Potential showed the history and current research 
the center is conducting. 
 
There were ample displays of  engineering formulas, technical jargon and insights 
into many of  the ways that photons can be channeled into energy-efficiency 
designs. 
 
Steve Baer’s son, José Baer, presented an innovative approach to greenhouse freeze 
protection utilizing thermal principles which demonstrate a practical thermody-
namic ambient application. Images of  greenhouses were abundant and highlighted 
many of  the symposium’s visuals. 
 
The conference also provided illustrations of  several examples of  “night-sky cool-
ing.” Cooling is an equally important component of  ambient research and design. 
 
ONE-OFFS
Ambient energy applications go well beyond just solar heating and nighttime 
cooling. The conference heard presentations on homesteading, growing food in 
aquaponic greenhouses, and energy-efficient mobile homes. All of  these have 
relevance to the ambient-energy movement. 
 
A separate conference room was set up for poster boards, academic information, 
colleges, businesses and nonprofit organizations.
 
WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?
Conference organizer Keith Sharp made a compelling argument that ambient-en-

Banana trees grow inside a Taos Earthship; Earthship visionary Michael Reynolds 
(center) explains how the home was built.
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ergy buildings require little or no 
energy from the grid for heating 
and cooling, which will continue to 
be largely fossil-fuel driven, even 
with the shift towards electrifi cation. 
Most or all of  the energy we need 
for heating a building can be har-
nessed from the sun, and for cooling 
by shade and the night sky. Ambient 
strategies take a huge weight off  
the grid, as thermal loads consume 
a large fraction of  energy require-
ments.

While the conference covered a daz-
zling array of  engineering, chemistry, 
physics and fl ashy geometry, ambient 
principles are simple, effi cient, and 
they work. They are time-tested. 
Ambient strategies thus offer a 
sensible way forward for the built 
environment. And, a robust ambient 
research movement can endure a 
hostile political climate against solar, 
much in the same way solar endured 
the Reagan years. 
  
Resources
For information about the sympo-
sium and links to solar resources, 
visit: HTTPS://ENGINEERING.LOUIS-
VILLE.EDU/NAEBRS/ 

Dan Antonioli’s projects have included founding an ecovillage in Northern California and a net-zero-energy 
retrofi t of  a historic property in upstate New York. He is currently designing and building a net-zero-water 
home prototype in Santa Fe that integrates permaculture. GOING-GREEN.CO

Ambient buildings can 
dramatically lower the 
carbon footprint of  the 
built environment and 
provide comfortable 
temperatures to live in.

Above: Attendees discuss presentations and visit a passive-solar home in northern New Mexico.
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ENERGY DEPARTMENT RESCINDS 
“NATIONAL DEFINITION” 
OF ZERO EMISSIONS BUILDINGS

NEW GUIDE SHOWCASES LEED AS 
CATALYST FOR SUSTAINABLE FINANCE
In September 2024, the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC), the 
leading authority on green building and the global developer of  the 
LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) green 
building program, released a guide on how green rating systems 
can accelerate sustainable fi nance by increasing confi dence in 
performance outcomes while lowering transaction costs. The guide 
aims to help green building practitioners understand the different 
fi nancing options for their projects and how to make them bank-
able.

Green Building & Sustainable Finance: Accessing Capital to Accelerate Mar-
ket Transformation covers key concepts and strategies for investing 
in green buildings and how tools such as LEED and PERFORM, 
USGBC’s verifi cation program, can align expectations and achieve-
ments for owners, investors, lenders, tenants and regulators. The 
guide shows how fi nance can be a catalyst for green building, and 
how green building can be a solution for sustainable fi nance op-
tions. Sarah Zaleski, USGBC’s chief  products offi cer said, “When 
capital is directed toward green building, it becomes both a catalyst 
for innovation and a system of  accountability, demonstrating that 
what’s good for people and the planet is also good for investors.”

Greater access to capital is critical to fi nancing large-scale projects 
and accelerating decarbonization efforts in the built environment, 
which is responsible for nearly 40 percent of  all carbon emissions. 

On Dec. 3, 2025, the U.S. Department of  Energy’s (DOE) Offi ce 
of  Critical Minerals and Energy Innovation rescinded its “national 
defi nition” of  a zero emissions building. The DOE justifi ed this 
action by asserting that it would “lower costs and promote freedom 
of  choice in the buildings sector by relieving developers, investors 
and building owners of  indirect pressure to account for federal 
guidelines that never had the force or effect of  law.”

“The interaction of  America’s 130 million buildings with our 
energy system should not be further complicated by arbitrary and 
imprecise federal guidance,” said Principal Deputy Assistant Secre-
tary Lou Herkman. “The Department will no longer make use of  
this defi nition and recommends that state and local government 
agencies and standard-setting bodies do the same.”

Originally published by DOE in 2024, the defi nition established 
discretionary standards for energy effi ciency, on-site emissions 
from energy use, and consumption from “clean” energy sources. 
These were not regulatory standards, and compliance was pure-
ly voluntary. References to the rescinded defi nition have been 
removed from DOE’s website and informational resources. DOE 
will no longer provide technical assistance related to the defi nition.



Remembering Malcolm Ebright
Presented at Malcolm Ebright’s 
August 2025 Memorial in Santa Fe

BY ROBIN COLLIER

I am Robin Collier, manager of  KCEI, Cultural Energy’s public radio station, 90.1 FM 
Taos/Red River. I worked with Malcolm Ebright for 25 years, building and maintaining the 
website for the Center for Land Grant Studies, and helped him maintain his computer for 
his research. My family has known Malcolm since before 1970, because his wife, Chama 
Ruíz, was a student of  my father, John Collier Jr., at San Francisco State University.

What I want to do today is to explain why 
Malcolm was so successful in his research on 
Spanish and Native American land grants. 
From his fi rst work for the State of  New 
Mexico on the Land Title Study, he put no 
distance between himself  and the people he 
was studying and their history.

In his blue jeans, he came to Tierra Amarilla 
and immersed himself  in the struggle for 
land grant rights. He immediately was a col-
laborator, always listening, making the com-
munity participants in his research. In every 
book he wrote, he fi rst dug into journals, dug 
through attics and letters, maps, baptism, 
censuses, and then followed up everything in 
the state archives and reels of  micro fi lm. He 
translated from Spanish longhand, putting 
together pages of  notes, creating a narra-

tive history. Then he would go back and ask more questions. He would be on the ground, 
fi nding traces of  old acequias, Indian pueblos, old cornfi elds and adobe ruins, until history 
began to fi t together.

He commissioned me to do a huge database of  New Mexico genealogies and of  all the 
land grants, so everything could be cross-referenced and connected. He would set up teams 
of  collaborators, such as Richard Salazar, Rick Hendricks, Richard Hughes, myself, De-
nise Damico, Norman Martínez, Kay Matthews, Mark Schiller, Anselmo Arellano, Moises 
Morales, David Benavides, Clark S. Knowlton, Robert Torrez, Julian Josue Vigil and others. 
He would regularly meet at the New Mexico State Archive and research and consult with 
his collaborators.

As his work expanded to the Genízaros of  Abiquiú and Ojo Caliente, and the New Mexico 
pueblos, his collaborators drew in Santa Ana, Santa Clara, Sandia, Cochiti, Jemez, Isleta, 
Pojoaque, Nambe, Taos, Picuris and Ysleta del Sur. All of  these involved many people 
from each pueblo, going back and forth as research deepened.

Extremely important were his two secretaries, Carisa Williams Joseph and Meg Magee, who 
both kept track of  all his notes on his Mac computer, and all the scans of  maps, docu-
ments and hundreds of  photographs. Their knowledge and organization of  materials was 
essential for the success of  each book.

Every book is extensively footnoted so that it is a guide of  
how you can explore the history more. Because of  his in-depth 
involvement with so many people, each book became very 
readable with so many personal stories to liven the history. This 
constant collaboration is what made Malcolm Ebright one of  
the most important historians of  New Mexico. 

Editor’s Note: The Nov.–Dec. 2025 Green Fire Times featured a tribute 
to Malcolm Ebright.

The sixth annual EdUprising Conference will take place on Feb. 26 
and 27 at the Marriott Pyramid North in Albuquerque. Future Focused 
Education hosts the conference to provide a place for New Mexico 
educators, students and community members to collectively re-imagine 
what’s possible for education in New Mexico. From classroom to job 
sites to the legislative fl oor, the intention is to build stronger, more 
equitable and prosperous communities.

Last year, 550 attendees (including 70 students) attended 55 sessions. 
This year, conference participants will engage in authentic, person-
alized learning about youth mental health, funding paid internships, 
delivering education without barriers, and meaningful community part-
nerships that build strong communities and re-engage students. Panels 
and workshops will focus on school impact and innovation through 
proven, successful approaches such as graduation profi les, capstones, 
social-emotional practices, community partnerships and work-based 
learning.

According to FFE Executive Director Kim Lanoy-Sandoval, ED.D., 
“EdUprising brings us together at a time when education feels un-
certain, with ever-changing challenges. Yet, it highlights the positive 
momentum we’ve built together—proof  that when communities unite 
to ensure that New Mexico’s youth have the support and real-world 
pathways they need to thrive, progress is possible.” FFE is seeking 
sponsors to share their business and services with leaders in educa-
tion, youth and higher education students, as well as New Mexico 
legislators, lawmakers and policy creators. For more information, visit 
HTTPS://FUTUREFOCUSEDEDUCATION.ORG/EDUPRISING/

EDUPRISING CONFERENCE 
FEB. 26–27 IN ALBUQUERQUE
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ASU SCHOOL OF CONSERVATION 
FUTURES LAUNCHED 
Embracing Wisdom and Innovation
Rob Walton, a 20-year supporter of  Arizona State University, has 
invested $115 million for the creation of  ASU’s School of  Conserva-
tion Futures. The school will be a bold reimagining of  conservation 
science education. Nancy Gonzales, ASU executive vice president and 
university provost said, “ASU is honored to be the steward of  this 
gift. Through the faculty and staff, we will leverage this investment to 
rapidly scale solutions and innovations that benefi t our shared global 
future.”

“We’re really thinking about how we build the conservation workforce 
of  the future,” said Miki Kittilson, the college’s dean. Kittilson, who 
is also a professor, said, “The next generation of  conservation leaders 
will need different types of  skills and knowledge. Students in the new 
school will tackle the most urgent and complex challenges from a 
holistic perspective, seeing the ways systems work and turning innova-
tive ideas into action.” Melissa K. Nelson, Ph.D., professor in ASU’s 
School of  Sustainability said, “This school promises to transform our 
understanding of  the human-nature relationship by co-creating a new 
approach to conservation education in part by highlighting Indigenous 
peoples’ long-term environmental knowledge and practices—both 
with local tribal nations and global Indigenous communities.”

The school’s programs include project-based work and immersive 
experiences that will bridge science, policy, economics, and prepare 
graduates to make a major positive difference in the world of  conser-
vation and sustainability. “We need clean air, clean water, and food that 
is healthy,” said Walton. “We need advocates for observing this world, 
for biological diversity; we need to train professional leaders that will 
be in communities around the world.”

Robin Collier



The American Council on Education 
has designated New Mexico Highlands 
University as a Research College and 
University (R3), recognizing NMHU’s 
growing research activity and expanding 
portfolio of  doctoral programs. This 
marks Highlands’ fi rst classifi cation as a 
research institution and places it among 
only four public universities in New 
Mexico with formal research status.

“This classifi cation affi rms Highlands’ 
success in developing research pro-
grams that solve real-world challenges 
facing New Mexico,” said President 
Neil Woolf. “Our faculty are deeply 
connected to northern New Mexi-
co. This recognition underscores our 
commitment to academic excellence, 
student success and regional impact.” 

Dr. Dann Brown, Provost and Vice 
President for Academic Affairs said, 
“Highlands’ designation highlights 
the opportunities available to students 
through undergraduate and graduate 
research. Working with a faculty mentor 
builds critical thinking, communica-
tion skills and confi dence—abilities 
that translate directly into professional 
success.”

The milestone comes as Highlands 
prepares to launch its fi rst Doctor of  
Nursing Practice (DNP) in spring 2026, 
with additional doctoral programs—
the Doctor of  Education (Ed.D.) and 
Doctor of  Social Work (DSW)—in 
development, programs that strengthen 
the university’s mission of  access and 
applied learning.

For more information about research 
and sponsored programs at NMHU, 
contact Dr. Ian Williamson at IWILLIAM-

SON@NMHU.EDU or 505.454.3311.

NMHU DESIGNATED 
RESEARCH COLLEGE 
& UNIVERSITY
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United is the Way  Forward
We’re building a stronger,

more resilient Santa Fe through 
services like 211, Ride United,

and Tax Help NM.

Empower Families

Support Elders

Financial Education

Join us. Donate and
help our community thrive.

North Central
New Mexico

United is the Way  ForwardUnited is the Way  Forward

uwncnm.org



WHAT’S GOING ON
ALBUQUERQUE / Online
 
THROUGH FEB. 8
VOCES DEL PUEBLO
NHCC Visual Art Museum, 1701 4th St. SW
“Artists of the Levantamiento Chicano in New Mexico.” Six artists (Ignacio Jaramillo, Juanita 
J. Lavadie, Francisco LeFebre, Noel Márquez, Roberta Márquez, Adelita Medina) showcase 
the roots of the Chicano movement. Discussions, musical performances. NHCCNM.ORG/
EXHIBITIONS
 
FEB. 26–27
6TH ANNUAL EDUPRISING CONFERENCE
Marriott Pyramid North
Future Focused Education hosts educators, students and community members to ensure 
NM’s youth have the support and real-world pathways they need to thrive. The conference 
is seeking sponsors. Registration deadline: 2/18 ($300). On-site for a higher fee. Exhibitor 
deadline: 1/16. HTTPS://LNKD.IN/GPEZPYWD
 
APRIL 9
ELECTRIFY NEW MEXICO 2026
Sid Cutter Pavilion, Balloon Fiesta Park
Flagship gathering for renewable energy innovators. Discussions on NM’s evolving energy 
landscape. Panels on policy and practice. Spotlights on successful partnerships. Connections 
with the workforce of the future. Business booths. Renewable Energy Industries Assoc. of 
NM. Registration: HTTPS://REIA-NM.ORG
 
THROUGH JUNE 7
“WHAT WE BRING TO THE TABLE”
National Hispanic Cultural Center
Group show to mark NHCC’s 25th anniversary featuring work by 18 NHCC staffers, 
including curators, designers, coordinators, campus safety and security, custodial teams and 
business department. 505-246-2261, NHCCNM.ORG
 
SEPT. 17–19
38TH ANNUAL GREAT MINDS IN STEM CONFERENCE
Albuquerque Convention Center
GMIS inspires and supports students and professionals–especially from underserved 
communities–to build a diverse and inclusive STEM workforce. Hosted by the Hispano 
Chamber of Commerce. Info: 323-791-9295
 
TUES.–SUN. 9 AM–5 PM
“ONLY IN ALBUQUERQUE”
Albuquerque Museum, 2000 Mountain Rd. NW
Permanent exhibit told through four galleries: Spirited, Courageous, Resourceful and 
Innovative. Hundreds of the city’s beloved artifacts are featured. $3–$6., Free Sun., 
9 am–1 pm. CABQ.GOV/ARTSCULTURE/ALBUQUERQUE-MUSEUM
 
TUES.–SUN. 9 AM–4 PM
INDIAN PUEBLO CULTURAL CENTER
2401 12th St. NW
“Gateway to the 19 Pueblos of N.M.” Museum galleries, exhibits and restaurant. Cultural 
dance program Sat., Sun. 11 am, 2 pm. $12/$10/children under 5 free. 505-843-7270, 
INDIANPUEBLO.ORG
 
TUES.–SAT. 10 AM–4 ON 
MAXWELL MUSEUM OF ANTHROPOLOGY
500 University Blvd. NE
“People of the Southwest” permanent exhibition celebrates the cultural history of the SW, 
especially the close relationship people have had with the land. Free admission. 505-277-4405, 
HTTPS://MAXWELLMUSEUM.UNM.EDU
 
RESILIENT FUTURES INITIATIVE
Dangerous heat, pollution and natural disasters affect all New Mexicans, especially frontline 
communities. This initiative, facilitated by the City of ABQ’s (CABQ) Sustainability Office, is 
an effort to future-proof communities in Central NM. RESILIENTFUTURESNM.ORG
 
 
SANTA FE / Online
 
JAN. 30
FOOD & FARMS DAY AND AWARDS CEREMONY

NM State Capitol
Highlighting the intersection of health, sustainable food systems, land stewardship, 
economic vitality and informed policy-making. 10–11 am: awards honors 
individuals, farms, ranches, organizations and programs building a thriving, 
equitable and resilient local food and farming economy. PAM@FARMTOTABLENM.ORG
 
JAN. 31, 11 AM VIP; 12 PM GENERAL ADMISSION
30TH ANNUAL SOUPER BOWL
SF Community Convention Center, 201 W. Marcy
Good soup for a purpose. Food Depot fundraiser. Includes dessert, beverages and 
bread. “Best soup in Santa Fe” awarded at the end. $125/$35. $30/$20 children. 
HTTPS://GIVE.THEFOODDEPOT.ORG/
 
FEB. 2
ACEQUIA DAY AND TREATY OF GUADALUPE HIDALGO DAY
NM State Capitol
 
FEB. 4, 1 PM
RÍO GRANDE WEAVING TALK
New Mexico History Museum
Illustrated talk by award-winning seventh-generation Chimayo weaver Irvin Trujillo 
and moderated conversation with the audience. $15 general public; $10 students. 
Presented by Friends of History. Moderated conversation with the audience follows.
 
FEB. 6
AMERICAN INDIAN DAY AT THE LEGISLATURE
NM State Capitol
 
FEB. 22, 4–7 PM
MOVING ARTS FUNDRAISER
Unit B by Chocolate Maven, 821 W. San Mateo Rd.
Moving Arts is building community and cultivating leaders through arts & culture. 
Dinner, live auction, performance. MOVINGARTSESPANOLA.ORG
 
THROUGH FEBRUARY
“TRUTH. MEMORY. JOY. RESISTANCE”
The Community Gallery, Marcy Street
Black Expressions in New Mexico. Exhibition exploring the diverse experiences and 
creative voices of Black artists across the state. ARTSANDCULTURE@SANTAFENM.GOV
 
MARCH 16–17
BANFF MOUNTAIN FILM FESTIVAL WORLD TOUR
The Lensic Performing Arts Center
Breathtaking adventures, heart-pounding action sports, stunning wildlife and 
environmental films and culturally diverse stories. Tickets on sale Jan. 30. $20 one 
night/$38 both nights.
 
MAY 15–17
SANTA FE INTERNATIONAL LITERARY FESTIVAL
SF Community Convention Center
World-renowned authors, thinkers and passionate readers celebrate the power of 
story. SFINTERNATIONALLITFEST.ORG
 
THROUGH SEPTEMBER
MAKOWA: THE WORLDS ABOVE US
Museum of  Indian Arts & Cultures
Exhibition exploring Indigenous relationships with the sky and how stories and 
sciences speak to one another. WWW.INDIANARTSANDCULTURE.ORG
 
SUNDAYS
RAILYARD ARTISAN MARKET
SF Farmers’ Market Pavilion
Gifts, souvenirs and mementos from local artisans and creative small businesses. 
SANTAFEFARMERSMARKET.COM
 
MON.–FRI.
POEH CULTURAL CENTER AND MUSEUM
78 Cities of  Gold Rd., Pueblo of  Pojoaque
Di Wae Powa: They Came Back: Historical Pueblo pottery. The Why, group show 
of Native artists. Nah Poeh Meng: core installation highlighting Pueblo artists and 
history. $7–$10. 505-455-5041
 
MON.–SAT., 8 AM–4 PM
RANDALL DAVEY AUDUBON CENTER & SANCTUARY
1800 Upper Canyon Rd.
Free guided walks to see birds, Sat., 8:30–10 am. RSVP for Randall Davey House 
tours. 505-983-4609, RANDALLDAVEY.AUDUBON.ORG
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TUES., SAT., 8 AM–1 PM
SANTA FE FARMERS’ MARKET
Market Pavilion, 1607 Paseo de Peralta
Farmers and producers from northern NM. 505-983-4098, SANTAFEFARMERSMARKET.
COM
  
WEDS–SAT., 10 AM–6 PM; FRI.–SAT., 10 AM–6:30 PM
SANTA FE CHILDREN’S MUSEUM
Interactive exhibits, play areas, weekly programs. Masks required for ages 2 and older. 
$10/$8/$7/$3/one & under free. 505-989-8359, SANTAFECHILDRENSMUSEUM.ORG
 
WEDS–SUN.
EL RANCHO DE LAS GOLONDRINAS
334 Los Pinos Rd., La Ciénega
Living History Museum dedicated to the heritage and culture of 18th- and 19th-century 
New Mexico. 505-471-2261, GOLONDRINAS.ORG
 
SAT., 9–4, SUN., 10–4
EL MERCADO DE EL MUSEO
El Museo Cultural de Santa Fe
Many vendors. Art, jewelry, herbal remedies, textiles, beads, tapestries, books, furniture 
and more.
 
EL RANCHO DE LAS GOLONDRINAS
La Ciénega, N.M.
Living history museum. GOLONDRINAS.ORG
 
IAIA MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY NATIVE ARTS
108 Cathedral Place
Closed Tuesdays. $5–$10; under 16, Native and Indigenous peoples free. 888-922-4242, 
IAIA.EDU/MOCNA
 
MILAGRO SCHOOL OF HERBAL MEDICINE
Classes and training intensives with experienced herbalists can be a life-changing 
healing experience. Botany, medicine-making, plant-spirits. 505-820-6321, INFO@
MILAGROHERBS.COM
 
MUSEUM OF INDIAN ARTS & CULTURE
710 Camino Lejo (Museum Hill)
Maatakuyma: Essential Elements: Art, Environment and Indigenous Futures, Makowa: 
The Worlds Above Us; Here, Now and Always. $7–$12. 10 am–5 pm. Closed Mondays. 
505-476-1269, WWW.INDIANARTSANDCULTURE.ORG
 
MUSEUM OF INTERNATIONAL FOLK ART
706 Cam. Lejo, Museum Hill
“Protection: Adaptation and Resistance.” More than 45 artists explore themes of 
climate crisis, struggles for social justice, strengthening communities through ancestral 
knowledge and imagining a thriving future. $3–$12. NM residents free, first Sunday of 
the month.
 
NATIVE BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE
SF Business Incubator, 3900 Paseo del Sol
Monthly gatherings for Native American entrepreneurs, artists and business owners to 
connect, share resources and build pathways to success. Presented by UNM Rainforest 
Innovations and the City of SF Economic Development Dept.
 
NEW MEXICO HISTORY MUSEUM
113 Lincoln Ave.
The Lamy Branch of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad model train; 
Palace Seen and Unseen: A Convergence of History and Archaeology, photos and 
artifacts; Telling NM: Stories from Then and Now. Closed Mondays. 505-476-5200, 
NMHISTORYMUSEUM.ORG
 
NUEVO MEXICANO HERITAGE ARTS MUSEUM
750 Camino Lejo, Museum Hill
Closed in January for installation of a new exhibition. 505-982-2226, HTTPS://
NMHERITAGEARTS.ORG

SANTA FE HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
Seeking land, donated or for sale, to build affordable housing. Low-income 
homeowners help build homes and make mortgage payments to the nonprofit HFH. 
Property owners can qualify for 50% Affordable Housing tax credit through the NM 
Mortgage Finance Authority. 505-986-5880, ext. 109
 
STATE MUSEUMS
Museum of International Folk Art (10 am–5 pm), Museum of Indian Arts and Culture 
(10 am–4 pm), N.M. History Museum (10 am–4:30 pm), N.M. Museum of Art 
(Tues.–Sun., 10 am–4 pm). NEWMEXICOCULTURE.ORG/VISIT 

WHEELWRIGHT MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN
704 Cam. Lejo, Museum Hill
Closed Jan. 12–Feb. 6. 10 am–4 pm Tues.–Sat. $10.
 
YOUTHBUILD / YOUTHWORKS!
Paid training for Youth 16–24. Construction, Culinary, GED. 505-989-1855, 
WWW.SANTAFEYOUTHWORKS.ORG/SANTA-FE-YOUTHBUILD/
 
 
TAOS / Online
 
THROUGH MAY 2026
PUEBLO FOODWAYS
Harwood Museum, 238 Ledoux St.
Collective practices within Taos Pueblo foodways, from seed to ceremony. A glimpse 
into diverse activities and relationships that define food culture and sovereignty. HTTPS://
HARWOODMUSEUM.ORG
 
LA HACIENDA DE LOS MARTÍNEZ
708 Hacienda Way
Northern NM-style Spanish colonial “great house” built in 1804 by Severino Martínez. 
Open daily. HTTPS://TAOS.ORG/PLACES/LA-HACIENDA-DE-LOS-MARTINEZ/
 
MILLICENT ROGERS MUSEUM
1504 Millicent Rogers Rd.
Tuah-Tah/Taos Pueblo: Home, highlighting the pueblo’s culture and artistic achievements. 
Open daily. HTTPS://WWW.MILLICENTROGERS.ORG/
 
 
HERE & THERE / Online
 
JAN. 20, 6–7:30 PM
URANIUM MINE CLEANUP PLAN PUBLIC HEARING
Grants, NM and Online
Representatives of the NM Environment Department and State Land Office will discuss 
current site activities and the selected cleanup for the abandoned Schmitt Decline Mine. 
McKinley County Commission Chambers. 700 E. Roosevelt Ave. MELISSA.WHITE@ENV.
NM.GOV
 
FEB. 23–24
FOOD WASTE SUMMIT
Rancho Mirage, CA
Tackling food waste for a sustainable future. Engage with experts, share ideas and network 
with peers. Early bird tickets through Oct. 31. INFO@FOODWASTESUMMIT.COM, WWW.
FOODWASTESUMMIT.COM
 
FEB. 25–26
NATIONAL NATIVE SEED CONFERENCE
Virtual event focused on building and sustaining the native seed community while 
strengthening the supply chain. Featured speaker is scientist and author Robin Wall 
Kimmerer. Presented by the Institute for Applied Ecology. CONFERENCE@APPLIEDECO.
ORG. $160–$215. Registration: APPLIEDECO.ORG/NNSC26
 
MARCH–APRIL
NATIONAL RENEWABLE ENERGY LABORATORY INDUSTRY 
GROWTH FORUM
IGF@NREL.GOV, HTTPS://LNKD.IN/GJCI6IUX
 
THURS–SUN, 10 AM–4 PM
BOSQUE REDONDO MEMORIAL
Fort Sumner Historic Site, Fort Sumner, N.M.
Exhibit, 30 years in the making, tells the story of ‘The Long Walk’ and the Bosque 
Redondo. $7, children 16 and younger, free. NM residents with ID free first Sun. each 
month. NMHISTORICSITES.ORG/BOSQUE-REDONDO
 
EARTH KNACK SURVIVAL AND OUTDOOR LIVING SKILLS
Crestone, Colo. and elsewhere
Fiber arts, blacksmithing, hide tanning, Rocky Mtn. Survival, Edible, medicinal plants, 
internships and more. HTTPS://WWW.EARTHKNACK.COM
 
GALLUP NEW DEAL ART VIRTUAL MUSEUM
GALLUPNEWDEALART.ORG
The culmination of a 9-year project provides images of the works as well as scholarly 
information. Hand-carved wood furniture, Spanish-Colonial-style tinwork, prints, murals, 
western American paintings, Native art.

47GREENFIRETIMES.COM
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Acequia and Land Grant 
Education (ALGE) Project

https://cesdp.nmhu.edu/

Phone: 505-891-6904 


