


BY LINCOLN HISTORIC SITE STAFF

In New Mexico, the historic town of Lincoln is known as Billy the Kid country. The 
town is a popular site for visitors who are drawn to the “Wild West” history of the Lin-
coln County War (1878-1881), as well as Billy the Kid’s daring escape from the Lincoln 
County Courthouse (1881). President Howard Taft once declared that “Lincoln was the 
most dangerous street in America.” While Lincoln is a place that seems frozen in the 
past, today, staff at Lincoln Historic Site use high-tech tools to preserve these stories for 
the future.

During the spring of 2025, 
a collaboration among New 
Mexico Historic Sites, the 
New Mexico Humanities 
Council, and Northrop 
Grumman brought a 
unique project to Lincoln 
Historic Site. Northrop 
Grumman, an aerospace 
and defense company, used 
various forms of technol-
ogy to connect the past to 
the future. The idea behind 
the project was to scan 
many of the historic build-
ings across the town of Lin-
coln, which are operated by 
New Mexico Historic Sites, 
to preserve the architecture 
in a digital manner.

Over the course of a 
week, staff from Northrop 
Grumman brought pho-
togrammetry equipment 
to photograph and scan 
multiple historic site build-
ings throughout the town. 
Photogrammetry is a pro-
cess of taking images from 
multiple angles and perspectives using a drone or Matterport 360-degree camera and 
then stitching the images together to create a composite 3-dimensional image or model. 
Often these 3D images are used to create a virtual tour of a space, much like museums 
create virtual tours that allow visitors to “walk” through a gallery from their computer.

The photogrammetry scans have provided a unique opportunity for Lincoln Histor-
ic Site to reach students across the state. Access to transportation, tight budgets and 
scheduling constraints are often barriers to school groups visiting the site. With scanned 
images of the buildings, including the Tunstall Store, Courthouse, and Torreón, staff 
at the site are now able to meet with classrooms via video conference and show them 
around the digitally created 3D buildings. This also allows site staff to meet with larger 
groups of students, since there are no physical limitations from building sizes or maxi-
mum occupancy rates.

With these 3D models, an infi nite number of students can virtually walk around our 
buildings. Accessibility issues, such as navigating a narrow fl ight of stairs to the second 
fl oor of the historic courthouse, a major area of interest, is no longer a problem to con-
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to dig and lay the 
fi rst adobe bricks. 
The hospital 
building, as well as 
the barracks, were 
built without stone 
foundations and 
thinner walls, con-
tributing to their 
deterioration and 
adding complexity 
to the project. As 
a team, the walls 
were slowly rebuilt, 
brick by brick, and 
the hospital room 
was completed by 
early June.

Visitors can 
now walk by the 
restored hospital 
room and envision 
what it would have 
been like to be 

treated in the small adobe space. You can also see fi rsthand the impacts 
of weather on other areas of the structure. The project offers a chance for 
visitors to learn history visually. Now that the hospital room is complete, 
site staff hope more restoration work will be planned for the future.

The opportunity for Fort Selden Historic Site’s staff to receive hands-on 
training in adobe construction has been invaluable and will help the state 
continue preserving history where it happened for generations to come. 

Take a Walk on the Wild Side 
of the “Most Dangerous Street 
in America” Using 3D Scans

Torreon with 3D models

Top: Ft. Selden adobe brick making for hospital restoration
Center: Ft. Selden room 7 hospital restoration
Below: Ft. Selden rebuilt hospital wall
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tend with. Prior to these scans, those with 
mobility limitations were often unable to, 
or uncomfortable with, accessing the stairs 
to the second level, and the window where 
Billy the Kid shot Deputy Olinger.

One unique structure that was scanned 
was the Torreón, a defensive tower made of 
adobe and stones and built by New Mexi-
can settlers in the 1850s. Northrop Grum-
man created a different type of 3-dimen-
sional model of the Torreón. Thousands 
of photos were taken of the interior and 
exterior, and a computer program knitted 
them together into one model. This model 
was then turned into a computer fi le that 
allowed staff to use a 3D printer to build 
a scaled-down physical model out of layers 
of plastic. Right now, the model is available 
for people to see onsite inside the Court-
house, but we hope staff can take this mod-
el to schools or community events.

A benefi t of having a 3D printed model is 
the ability to offer a hands-on experience 
for students, visitors and those who are 
blind or low-vision, allowing people to get 
hands-on with history in a different and 
new way. Usually, museums and historic 
sites have few experiences that allow people 
to touch items, but with models like the 
Torreón, we can offer a physical and tactile 
experience.

Overall, the use of 3D scanning has been 
exciting, as it is allowing Lincoln Histor-
ic Site to be accessible to more visitors. 
Limitations like distance and mobility are 
no longer obstacles to visiting the site. Staff 
can also use these new technologies to 
think creatively about how we share history 
with visitors. If you are an educator who is 
interested in working with Lincoln Historic 
Site to create a virtual visit, please reach out 
to us at info.lincoln@dca.nm.gov . 

Historic Preservation in Mesilla, 
New Mexico
Frontier Fair: History, Outlaws and Culture: April 11, 10 am–5 pm

BY LIANA AGUIRRE

New Mexico is usually associated with things such as deserts, the Río Grande, pueblos, mountain peaks, the Balloon 
Fiesta. However, when the state is considered for all those wonderful things, southern New Mexico is usually an after-
thought. One reason for this could be the distance from the state capital. Santa Fe, established in 1610, is approximately 
300 miles north of Mesilla. When referring to southern New Mexico, I am referring to the portion of the state south of 
Socorro. Southern New Mexico was a little late in joining the party. Once part of the Arizona Confederate Territory, its 
incorporation into the state was almost 250 years after Santa Fe was established.

I am writing from the Town of Mesilla, where our population is just under 2,500—small compared to our neighboring 
city. A hop, skip and a jump away, Las Cruces holds the state’s second largest population of about 118,000. Many con-
sider Mesilla part of Las Cruces, since the city uses our town in various ads, although we are independent of it. Tourists 
walk our adobe-lined historic district and visit the kiosk on the plaza. Unlike our northern compatriots, many do not 
know that the Río Grande only makes visits here and it does not run throughout the year. It is controlled by the Ele-
phant Butte Irrigation District near Radium Springs. The río usually makes its fi rst glorious appearance in June, and 
usually by August, we are saying our farewell.

This area, with its rich and fertile farmland, once had a huge agrarian economy. It was a sanctuary for those fl eeing after 
the Pueblo Revolt of 1680, a key location during the Civil War, and, as mentioned, the Confederate capital of Arizona. It 
was a central hub for commerce, stomping grounds for Billy the Kid, a crossroads for the Chihuahua Trail, the Santa Fe 
Trail, the Butterfi eld Overland Trail, the Río way abajo (lower, lower Río Grande region), among many other notable sto-
ries. These are roots that, as the town’s Historic Preservation Specialist, I am trying to uncover, share and use to educate. 
Through the work I am doing, I am trying to unite the community.

To my surprise when I took this position, there were hardly any town records, any information on our historical struc-
tures or general town history, the exception being our National Register nomination forms (work began around 1978 and 
fi nished in 1980). I found it interesting, especially for a town that is known for its history, that there are no grassroots 
community organizations, nothing where the residents come together to discuss preservation, nominate buildings and 
secure this beautiful, historic town. No residents advocating, at least not publicly.

Mesilla is home to the nonprofi t Querencia mi Mesilla, which helps restore some of our historic adobe structures. It is run 
by Pat Taylor, a man who has a passion for his work and has interns that help and learn the hands-on restoration process. 
Taylor’s process is an intentional one, where from clay and sand gathering, mixing for brick, fi tting and plastering, he is 
invested. He is a wealth of information. I was also happy to fi nd guidelines on preservation that are enforced in our town 
code, which serve as an amazing tool to help retain the integrity of the town and its structures and align with the Secre-
tary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historical Properties. Unfortunately, this was all we had for Historic 
Preservation. For me, that wasn’t enough. I need to get the community invested and excited!

What are historic buildings if there are no stories attached to them? A historic building without a narrative is like food 
without salt. Flavor needs to be added, if it is to be desired. Would the residents actually care about saving a random 
building that is up for rehabilitation or demolition with me just saying, “It’s an old building and it needs to be saved!” I 
certainly don’t think so. The building needs to be brought back to life with its stories, photos, oral histories, etc. to give 
it added value.

What is historic preservation without community involvement? Well, that just doesn’t make any sense at all! I certain-
ly did not personally conceptualize Mesilla to tell the history of its inception on my own. This is the shared land of a 
people from a variety of places who have created it to be what it is today. I need their help. Not only to tell these stories, 
but for them to share the stories amongst themselves and with others, whether good or bad. These accounts can create 
cohesiveness, pride and belonging for the residents. All of this in the name of historic preservation. Not to mention the 

Through the work I am doing, I am trying to unite 
the community.
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potential economic and overall value. The possibility of historic walking tours, home/farm 
tours and other opportunities would put us on the map as a treasure trove of protected 
history.

My mission began by putting community engagement fi rst. I created a quarterly newsletter, 
“The Preservation Times,” to serve as a way to get the residents thinking about history and 
historic preservation more and in a different way. I began by distributing these newsletters 
at local cafes, public schools and town meetings, while encouraging local contributors and 
participation. Creating an event that would highlight the frontier history of Mesilla, and 

the area was important 
to get the community 
engaged further, while 
making it fun and 
didactic. Please come 
join us for the Frontier 
Fair: History, Outlaws 
and Culture: Saturday, 
April 11, from 10–5 at 
the Mesilla Plaza.

Along with holding 
community meetings/
gatherings, teaching 
small courses to the 
children at the local 
community center, 
talking with commu-
nity members, local 
schools and business 
owners…it is never 
ending. There is abso-
lutely nothing I can do 
in Historic Preserva-
tion without the efforts 
and good intentions 
of this community. 
Frankly, there is noth-
ing I want to do without 
their participation. 
Above all, what reso-
nates with me most, is 
that the residents, the 
Mesilleros, and those 
that care, contribute to 
making this communi-
ty stronger. One fi lled 
with pride, resilience, 
solidarity and love of 
place. 

Funding is hard to 
come by and limited for 
our region, the county 
of Doña Ana and the 
surrounding counties, 

for historic preservation in particular. This is part of the Borderlands region, with hardly 
any water resources but lots of open land. Recently, the land has been increasingly regarded 
as a manipulable resource, and yet, the small town of Mesilla continues to hold on. Histor-
ic preservation can fuel the fi re for this town and its community to stand strong in their 
identity, heritage and history.  

Liana Aguirre is a cultural anthropologist, a historian and the fi rst historic preservation specialist for the 
Town of Mesilla, N.M.

What are historic buildings if  there 
are no stories attached to them?

The Mesilleros’ pride, resilience, solidarity and 
love of  place can make this community stronger.

Above: I accomplished my fi rst dry pack with Pat Taylor’s Querencia Mi 
Mesilla team.
Below: A beautiful yet rare scene of  a full acequia running through the town. 
These adobe homes were some of  the fi rst to be built, due to their proximity 
to the water source.

TAYLOR-MESILLA 
PRESERVES NM’S 
BORDERLAND HISTORY 
AS NEWEST HISTORIC SITE
BY TAYLOR-MESILLA HISTORIC SITE STAFF

Walk into the Reynolds Store Visitor Center at Taylor-Mesilla Historic 
Site, and you’ll get a nice overview of the history of the Southern New 
Mexico borderland town of Mesilla. Take a dozen steps from the front 
desk and through a door into a zaguán, or passageway, and you’ll en-
ter a labyrinthine home that has been carefully restored for visitors to 
explore.

Taylor-Mesilla Historic Site is located on the Mesilla Plaza outside of 
Las Cruces and fully opened its doors to the public in November 2025. 
The site includes three buildings on the National Register of Historic 
Places, including two storefronts and a large residence.

The home belonged to the late New Mexico legislator, educator and 
community leader J. Paul Taylor and his wife, Mary Daniels Taylor, an 
award-winning photographer and writer. They lived and raised their 
family for 70 years in the home, amassing a large collection of fi ne art 
from New Mexican artists and folk art from around the world. In 2003, 

Taylor-Messila Historic Site. Tira Howard Photography



BY LOS LUCEROS HISTORIC SITE STAFF

Los Luceros Historic Site, a 148-acre property along the east bank of the Río Grande, and lo-
cated north of Alcalde in Northern New Mexico, features a variety of historic structures, some 
dating back a few hundred years. The site is home to a large hacienda, or the “Casa Grande,” 
believed to have fi rst been an Indigenous fi eld house and then slowly expanding during the 
Spanish Colonial, Territorial and American periods.

The hacienda has been closed for the past year for much needed restoration, supported through 
a Saving America’s Treasures grant funded by the National Park Service. Extensive work has in-
cluded new exterior plaster and paint, repairing the deck—which included taking it apart, sand-
ing each plank, and replacing the rotted ones—and painting the deck to match the building. A 
new electrical panel was installed, and 
interior upgrades have included new 
baseboard heaters for more constant 
environmental control throughout the 
year. Currently, repair of the interior 
plaster and repainting of the interior 
walls is underway.
In addition to the physical building 
restoration, site staff have been re-
searching and writing new interpre-
tive materials to be installed once the 
building is complete 
and objects have been 
restored inside the house. 
The new exhibit materi-
als will have more varied 
narratives, expanding 
from the previous focus 
on anthropologist and 
museum founder Mary 
Cabot Wheelwright’s 
time as an owner.

New information to be 
included throughout 
the hacienda will tell 
more about the history 
of Phiogeh Pueblo, local 
Genízaro communities, 
the Lucero family lines 
and LGBTQ history. 
Staff hope to create a 
fuller picture of the com-
plex history of the site 
through time.

While there is no date 
set for the reopening 
of the hacienda, visit 
NMHISTORICSITES.ORG/

LOS-LUCEROS for updates. 
The site has many other 
historic buildings, nature 
trails and farm animals 
to explore, as well as 
regular programs and 
events.
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they donated their home to the state to become a historic site and 
retained a life tenancy in the home until after their passing.

In 2023, restoration work of the historic property offi cially began. 
Renovations have included updating the Reynolds Store to become 
a museum space with display cases, informational panels and an 
accessible bathroom. The Barela Store was renovated to accom-
modate a gift shop run by the Friends of Taylor-Mesilla volunteer 
group. The Taylor home received restoration to the adobe, replas-
tering and leveling of the fl oors.

In addition to the structural upgrades, site staff cataloged more 
than 4,000 objects including furniture, books, art, textiles and oth-
er collectibles. Most of these items are on display throughout the 
home, as they would have been when the Taylors lived there. Site 
staff spent countless hours meticulously documenting each room 
and then removing items for storage so that the physical upgrades 
to the building could be completed. Once the work was done, they 
returned almost every item to its original placement.

With the three buildings restored and additions such as restrooms 
and wheelchair access made, the public can now fully experience 
this unique site. Unlike a historic home, a visit to Taylor-Mesilla 
offers an opportunity to have a museum-like experience, while 
also feeling welcomed into a warm, cozy home. A visit includes 
museum exhibits, an oral history recording booth and box turtles 
in the courtyard. Visitors end their visit in the Barela Store, where 
New Mexican and Mexican-made arts and crafts are available for 
purchase.

Taylor-Mesilla Historic Site is open to the public Wednesday 
through Sunday, 8:30 a.m.–4:00 p.m., and guided tours are offered 
Wednesday through Saturday at 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. For ad-
mission prices and background information, visit nmhistoricsites.
org/taylor-mesilla . 

HTTPS://NMHISTORICSITES.ORG/LOS-LUCEROS

Taylor-Mesilla 
Historic Site
Tira Howard 
Photography

LOS LUCEROS PULLS BACK 
THE CURTAIN ON THE LIFE OF ITS 
HISTORIC HACIENDA

Los Luceros landscape at sunset. © Seth Roffman
Los Luceros Hacienda during and after renovation
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ALBUQUERQUE

Revitalize San Pedro: Preserving 
Place, Building the Future
BY ADRIAN N. CARVER, MCRP
 
San Pedro Drive is one of those Albuquerque corridors people think they know—
because they’ve driven it a thousand times. But if you slow down, it tells a story: 
mid-century storefronts, long-standing family businesses, changing neighborhood 
edges and the daily movement of residents between home, school, parks, jobs and 
the State Fairgrounds. It’s a working corridor, and that is exactly why it matters.
 
Revitalize San Pedro Partnership (RSPP) is Albuquerque’s accredited MainStreet 
organization for the San Pedro corridor between Central Avenue—Historic Route 
66’s original alignment—and I-40, the “new Route 66” that reshaped where people 
go and how the city works. RSPP was created to do the unglamorous, essential 
work of keeping a place stable while it changes: strengthening local businesses, 
improving streets and public spaces, and organizing neighbors and partners around 
a shared vision.
 
In historic preservation, it’s easy to picture a single landmark building saved from 
demolition. On San Pedro, preservation is also about continuity—the ability of 
people to remain rooted here, to access opportunity here, to recognize themselves 
in the built environment, and to build wealth and wellbeing without being priced 
out by the very improvements meant to help.

 
A CORRIDOR 
WITH LAYERS
Our corridor sits at the 
intersection of several 
New Mexico stories. 
There’s the Route 66 
story: a transportation 
corridor that brought 
travelers, commerce, 
roadside architecture 
and a distinctive cultural 
landscape. There’s the 
story of postwar growth: 
auto-oriented develop-
ment patterns and com-
mercial strips, and the 
ways those choices still 
shape safety, access and 
health today. And there’s 
the story of reinvention: 
businesses adapting, 
neighborhoods orga-
nizing, and the steady 
work of making an older 
corridor function better 
for contemporary life.
 
When RSPP talks about 
“preserving place,” we’re 
not only talking about 
keeping older buildings 
standing. We’re talking 
about preserving com-
munity memory—the 
businesses and social 
spaces people associate 
with their own histo-
ries—along with the 
cultural landscape of the 

corridor itself: how it feels, how it works, and how it connects neighborhoods 
to daily needs. We’re also talking about local economies: storefront vitality, jobs, 
and the entrepreneurial fabric that makes a district resilient. And we’re talking 
about reinvesting in existing assets—buildings, street trees, sidewalks and local 
talent—because it’s often cheaper, greener and more equitable than starting 
from scratch.
 
That’s the MainStreet approach in plain language: treat the corridor like a place 
worth caring for, and organize the work so the results are visible.
 
WHAT WE’VE DONE SO FAR: STABILIZING THE “EVERYDAY 
HISTORIC”
In many communities, preservation is treated as separate from economic devel-
opment. In practice, they’re tied together.
 
When a locally owned business signs a longer lease because the district is 
improving, that’s preservation of the local economy. When a property owner 
repairs a façade instead of waiting for a speculative buyer, that’s reinvestment in 
an existing asset. When the public realm becomes safer and more welcoming, 
that’s preservation of community life—because people can actually use their 
own neighborhood.
 
RSPP’s work to date has focused on three outcomes:
Reinforcing the corridor as a MainStreet district—an iden-
tity people can participate in. MainStreet revitalization works when 
it is legible: People can tell where they are, why it matters, and how to engage. 
That means consistent communication, district storytelling, regular business 
spotlights and relationship-building with merchants, property owners, neigh-
borhood associations and public agencies.
 
Building a pipeline of “small wins” that add up to real 
change. A corridor improves when practical actions happen reliably: clean-
ups, business support, community events, design assistance and incremental 
façade improvements. These aren’t distractions from preservation—they are 
how preservation becomes real for the people who live and work here.
 
Preparing for major reinvestment without losing the com-
munity fabric. The San Pedro corridor sits next to one of the most conse-
quential redevelopment conversations in New Mexico: the future of the State 
Fairgrounds. Large-scale change can create opportunity—or accelerate displace-
ment—depending on how it’s designed, financed and governed. RSPP exists 
in part to help the corridor’s everyday stakeholders stay visible, organized and 
protected as big decisions move forward.
 
MICRO66 AND THE CASE FOR “PRESERVATION AS COM-
MUNITY BENEFIT”
One of the most urgent preservation stories in our district is a long brick 
building near the Fairgrounds—known as the Cal Linn Building—with deep 
ties to the early personal computing era. It is the founding headquarters for the 
company that became Microsoft Inc. This isn’t preservation for nostalgia’s sake. 
It’s preservation because the building represents a rare convergence of history, 
technological innovation and New Mexico’s place in a national story.
 
But significance alone isn’t the point. Community benefit comes from what 
preservation enables: protecting cultural resources that give residents a sense 

of continuity; reinvesting in 
existing assets rather than 
demolition and replacement; 
strengthening local economic 
development through district 
identity and small business ac-
tivity; and building community 
pride through interpretation and 
locally led stewardship.
 
RSPP is supporting active efforts 

Preservation and economic development are 
tied together.

Top: Former Taco Sombrero building still anchors the corridor’s evolving small-business landscape. Photo: Jessica Roybal; 
San Pedro Shopping Center, 1969. Photo: Richard A. Ruddy; 
Taco Sombrero and Sandia Mountains, 1969. Photo: Walter McDonald
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to recognize and preserve signifi cant properties on and near the corridor, including sub-
missions to historic registers. Preservation in this context is not a “nice-to-have.” It’s part 
of a broader strategy to ensure that major redevelopment in the area honors the past, serves 
current residents, and creates a future people can afford to live in.

THE NEXT PHASE: A CORRIDOR THAT FUNCTIONS LIKE 
A NEIGHBORHOOD AGAIN
If you ask corridor users what they want most, they usually don’t start with “historic pres-
ervation.” They start with basics: safer crossings, more comfort for walking and rolling, 
easier access to local businesses, a corridor that feels cared for, and a district identity you 
can recognize the moment you arrive.

These are not separate from preservation. They are the conditions that let a district remain 
a district—rather than becoming a pass-through roadway lined with vacancies.

RSPP is advancing a longer-term revitalization direction anchored in three transformation 
strategies—Physical Improvements, Business Activation & Development, and Placemak-
ing—because in an older corridor, the public realm, the local economy, and the shared 
civic experience rise or fall together. That means safer, cooler, more welcoming streets; 
practical support that helps businesses stabilize and grow; and visible reasons to stop, gath-
er, and participate in the district.

In a corridor like ours, one of the strongest preservation tools is a complete street—not as 
a buzzword, but as a practical commitment to safety, access, and dignity. When a corridor 
is safer and more comfortable, it becomes easier for long-standing businesses to survive, 
easier for new businesses to open, and easier for residents to stay connected to daily life 
without depending on a car for every trip.

PRESERVATION THAT STRENGTHENS COMMUNITIES
This issue of Green Fire Times asks a simple question: Why do certain places matter, and who 
is doing the work to care for them?

On San Pedro, the answer is straightforward: places matter because people live here. Elders 
aging in place. Families balancing rent and groceries. Workers commuting. Small business 
owners doing payroll, repairs and customer service with grit and pride. Students walking 
to school. Neighbors organizing around what they love and what they’re worried about. 
RSPP’s role is to help those people shape the corridor’s next chapter. Preservation, in our 
work, isn’t about freezing time. It’s about keeping what’s valuable intact while we make the 
corridor work better.

And when we do it right, the benefi ts are concrete: cultural strength (local history remains 
visible and usable), social strength (people have places to gather, connect, and belong), 
economic strength (small businesses and local property owners have a path to stability and 
growth) and environmental strength (reinvestment favors existing assets, reduces waste and 
supports green infrastructure that makes the corridor more resilient).

That’s the promise of MainStreet work in an older urban corridor: not simply “revitaliza-
tion,” but community continuity—on purpose. 

Adrian N. Carver, MCRP, is executive director of the Revitalize San Pedro Partnership.

On San Pedro Drive, preservation is also about 
continuity. We’re preserving community memory.

Shopping Center at San Pedro Drive and Lomas Boulevard, 1973. Photo: Richard A. Ruddy

2026 EARTH DAY FESTIVAL

April 26, Balloon Fiesta Park, Albuquerque

Earth Day 2026 is almost here—a global moment of unity 
where more than one billion people take action for our plan-
et. This year’s theme, Our Power, Our Planet, calls for moving 
beyond pledges toward real, measurable action. The focus is 
on community-scale solutions that address the climate crisis 
while strengthening places we live.

In 2025, the City of Albuquerque’s Energy Effi ciency pro-
gram provided 10 families with energy retrofi ts, lowering 
their energy burden and helping curb climate emissions. 
That program now is more robust with new state fund-
ing. The city is working to identify households and will be 
conducting the work this year. Other city initiatives include 
increasing the offsetting of electricity use on city buildings 
with renewable energy, addition of EV charging stations, 
conversion of the city’s bus fl eet to electric, and addition of 
bicycle lanes and bicycle boulevards.

“Earth Day is a chance to share the city’s success,” said 
sustainability offi cer Ann Simon. The Earth Day Festi-
val returns on April 26, showcasing ways to participate in 
climate action. Attendees can talk to energy experts about 
ways to maximize energy effi ciency and save money. You 
can test drive an electric vehicle or electric bike, participate 
in a cooking demonstration, enjoy food trucks and hundreds 
of booths and exhibits.

Arturo Sandoval, director of  the Albuquerque-based Center for 
Southwest Culture, Inc., was on the national organizing team for the 
fi rst-ever Earth Day in 1970. Photos from Earth Day Festival 2025
© Seth Roffman
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“Since 2019, the City of Albuquerque’s Sustainability Offi ce has 
worked to confront climate change while putting people fi rst,” 
Simon said. “Our 2026 projects include green stormwater infra-
structure in the Mile-Hi neighborhood to reduce fl ooding, calm 
traffi c and beautify neighborhoods; participation in the Milan 
Urban Food Policy Pact to advance sustainable and inclusive 
food systems; and updates to the Integrated Development Or-
dinance that defi ne and support composting, which reduces the 
city’s water use.”

This Earth Day, the city has invited students, educators, faith 
groups, farmers, fi rst responders and local governments to come 
together in support of clean air, renewable energy, clean water 
and the health of people and ecosystems. “Our power is stron-
gest when we act together,” Simon said.

What: Earth Day
Where: Balloon Fiesta Park
When: Sunday April 26, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Cost: Admission is free through March 31; after that, tickets 
are $5 for adults, free for children 12 and under. Go to https://
earthdayfestivalnm.org/ for tickets and information.

GREENPOWER MOTOR COMPANY ESTABLISHING 
ADVANCED EV MANUFACTURING FACILITY IN NEW MEXICO
Electric vehicle manufacturer GreenPower Motor Company has reached an agreement 
with the New Mexico Economic Development Department (EDD) to establish oper-
ations in Santa Teresa. Headquartered in Vancouver, Canada, with current operational 
facilities in southern California and West Virginia, GreenPower is a leading manufactur-
er and distributor of all-electric, purpose-built, zero-emission medium- and heavy-duty 
vehicles serving the cargo and delivery market, shuttle and transit space, and school bus 
sector. 

The new 135,000-sq.-ft. facility in Santa Teresa will become the company’s base for 
North American operations and its US corporate headquarters. It is estimated that the 
move will generate over $200 million in economic impact for New Mexico over the next 
decade and create more than 340 jobs. The new facility will also reinforce New Mexi-
co’s role as a hub for green manufacturing and international commerce, according to an 
EDD press release.

The company will receive a $5 million LEDA award from the state and $4.6 million in 
job training incentive funds ( JTIP). The company also qualifi ed for a $1.36 million Rural 
Jobs Tax Credit (RJTC) and $3.65 million as part of New Mexico’s High-Wage Jobs Tax 
Credit program. GreenPower says that those incentives and programs will enhance its 
ability to effi ciently produce and distribute zero-emission vehicles, parts and inventory 
throughout North America and beyond. “Establishing GreenPower’s new manufactur-
ing facility in Santa Teresa marks a signifi cant milestone in our expansion and commit-
ment to safe, sensible, sustainable transportation solutions,” said CEO Fraser Atkinson. 

GreenPower entered into a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the state to 
assess the viability and reliability of fast charging in various environments and circum-
stances. In 2025, GreenPower worked with EDD to launch the state’s fi rst all-electric, 
zero-emission school bus pilot project at two Las Vegas public schools and a Santa Fe 
charter school. The state agreed to support the two-year program with $5 million in 
capital outlay appropriation to purchase the vehicles and cover the cost of the pilot 
project. EDD Cabinet Secretary Rob Black said, “We know the transportation sector is 
the largest contributor to greenhouse gas emissions in the nation. The real-world data 
and insights we are gaining from the pilot project will help inform New Mexico’s electric 
school bus roll-out and specifi cations, ensuring that fl eets are safe, effi cient and tailored 
to the unique needs of local districts.”

“Las Vegas City Schools is proud to participate in this fi rst round of the GreenPower 
pilot project. We look forward to seeing how an all-electric school bus can benefi t our 
school system and students,” said Superintendent Melissa Sandoval. “We have been look-
ing at grant opportunities to begin migrating from diesel to all-electric school buses for 
the past couple of years,” said Christopher Gutierrez, West Las Vegas Schools superin-
tendent.

After two successful pilot phases, 
EDD will support an additional $15 
million for more school buses. The 
state also pledged to work with the 
company to expand the all-electric, 
zero-emission commercial fl eet at the 
Department of Transportation and the 
General Services Department. Green-
Power is offering dealer-level pricing to 
the state for a comprehensive lineup of 
Class 4 all-electric, purpose-built, ze-
ro-emission commercial vehicles. The 
selection includes a variety of options 
like box trucks, refrigerated trucks, 
passenger vans, buses, utility trucks 
and stakebed trucks. 

Photo (l-r): EDD Regional Rep. Peter 
Mitchell; GreenPower’s Mark Nestlen; Dr. 
Zoe Nelsen, Head Learner, Monte del Sol 
Charter School
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MICROGRID RESILIENCE FOR DISAS-
TER- AND CLIMATE-VULNERABLE 
COMMUNITIES
In partnership with Kit Carson Electric Cooperative, 
Inc., New Mexico State University (NMSU) has been 
approved for funding under the New Mexico Energy, 
Minerals, and Natural Resources Department (EMNRD) 
Grid Modernization program for a $5.7 million microgrid 
project. This work builds on NMSU’s community part-
nerships developed through the National Science Foun-
dation (NSF)-funded DigiCARES program.

The project will build a utility-operated, edge-of-grid mi-
crogrid in northern New Mexico, integrating renewable 
generation, battery energy storage, advanced controls and 
AI-enabled energy management and wildfi re detection to 
strengthen resilience for rural and wildfi re-prone com-
munities.

By providing grants to energy customers, e.g., local gov-
ernments, education institutions and tribal governments, 
the EMNRD program supports projects that enhance 
electricity reliability and affordability (among other 
objectives), while facilitating the integration of renewable 
electricity generation resources.

URANIUM MINE PROPOSED FOR CIBOLA FOREST 
AND NATIONAL GRASSLANDS 
In January, Laramide Resources, Inc. submitted a plan to the State of New Mexico supporting 
the La Jara Mesa Project, which proposes underground uranium mine development, operation 
and reclamation within the Cibola National Forest and National Grasslands over a 20-year 
time span. The plan says that the mine is expected to produce 12-to-15 truckloads of uranium 
a day, to be processed at an unspecifi ed offsite.

This area has already been severely impacted by the legacy of uranium mining, resulting in 
chronic illnesses and additional risks for community members. In addition, adjacent to the 
proposed area for mine development is Mount Taylor, protected as a Traditional Cultural Prop-
erty under the Historic Preservation Act (in 2009) that holds cultural importance to the people 
of Acoma Pueblo, Laguna Pueblo, the Navajo Nation and other Native communities.

The Pueblo of Acoma and the All Pueblo Council of Governors released letters opposing 
the proposed mine in 2024. The Pueblo Action Alliance (PAA) and community members 
are currently actively opposing this project, which was placed on the federal fast-track list to 
streamline the approval process. Under the state of New Mexico, there is a multi-agency review 
process that includes the New Mexico Environment Department, the State Engineer’s Offi ce, 
the state Forestry Division and Historic Preservation Division.

Uranium mining ceased in New Mexico nearly 40 years ago. According to a letter from PAA, 
“The opening of a new mine in this region would severely impact groundwater and surface 
water resources. Groundwater from the San Andres Glorieta Aquifer—the primary source 
of surface water for the Pueblos of Acoma and Laguna—is already highly contaminated and 
appropriated. We are also concerned about the environmental and public health hazards that 
would arise from the transportation and storage of radioactive material and waste.”

STATE LAUNCHES NM CREATIVECON EVENT SERIES 
TO BOOST CREATIVE ECONOMY
New Mexico is investing in its creative economy with a new statewide event series, 
NM CreativeCon, offering business workshops and networking opportunities to cre-
ative professionals across the state.

Hosted by the New Mexico Economic 
Development Department’s Creative 
Industries Division, NM CreativeCon will 
bring together creative entrepreneurs and 
community leaders for a series of full-day 
events through education, networking and 
hands-on learning. Beginning in March, 
the lineup includes fi ve regional events, 
culminating in a statewide convening in 
June.

The regional events will highlight local 
creative assets, including historic theaters, 
connect attendees with state and local 
resources, and strengthen networks within 

each region’s creative ecosystem. Current sponsoring partners include the New Mex-
ico Marketing Center of Excellence, Meta, New Mexico Arts within the Department 
of Cultural Affairs, New Mexico Tourism, Department of Workforce Solutions, Triad 
National Security LLC, Regional Development Corporation of Northern New Mexico 
and several local Mainstreet organizations.

“New Mexico’s creativity is one of our most powerful economic assets,” said Shani 
Harvie, director of the Creative Industries Division. “CreativeCon is about helping 

people fi nd the tools that can turn their ideas and artistry into 
opportunity, whether they’re just starting out or are already a part 
of the fabric of our creative economy.”

2026 CreativeCon Schedule:
• March 7 – Carlsbad (Southeast) – Cavern Theater
• March 28 – Raton (Northeast) – Shuler Theater
• April 25 – Silver City (Southwest) – WNMU Fine Arts Theater
• April 11 – Gallup (Northwest) – El Morro Theater
• May 30 – Pueblo of Pojoaque (Northcentral) – Buffalo Thunder 
Casino
• June 6 – Albuquerque (Central) – National Hispanic Cultural 
Center

All events will feature creative industry panels and region-specifi c 
programming tailored to local strengths and opportunities.

Set for Saturday, June 6, the fi nal CreativeCon event in Albu-
querque will feature immersive workshops, networking and three 
learning tracks for:
• Creative makers and hobby artists—turning passion into profes-
sion
• Creative businesses and support organizations —growing and 
collaborating for impact
• Local governments, developers and policymakers—leveraging 
creative industries for community and economic development

Registration is open at edd.newmexico.gov/creativecon. To learn 
more about the Creative Industries Division and sign up for up-
dates, visit edd.newmexico.gov/creative and follow 
@NMCreativeDiv on social media.



RESILIENT FUTURES INITIATIVE
Dangerous heat, pollution and natural disasters affect all New Mexicans, especially frontline 
communities. This initiative, facilitated by the City of ABQ’s (CABQ) Sustainability Office is 
an effort to future-proof communities in Central NM. RESILIENTFUTURESNM.ORG
 
 
SANTA FE / Online
 
MARCH 4
NATIONAL HISTORY DAY NM REGIONALS
New Mexico History Museum
Annual event supported by the Historical Society of NM. Hundreds of students, teachers 
and judges. A juried competition of student projects.  The theme: “Revolution, Reaction and 
Reform in History” was chosen to align with the 250th anniversary of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence. CHRISTINA.CLAASSEN@DCA.NM.GOV

MARCH 12, 8:30-10 AM
SF OUTDOOR RECREATION CONVENING
El Rancho de las Golondrinas
Co-hosed by the City of SF Economic Development and SF County Economic Development, 
this quarterly meetup convenes outdoor recreation organizations, businesses, employers 
and ecosystem partners to advance a thriving outdoor recreation economy. CONTACTOED@
SANTAFENM.GOV

MARCH 12, 5:30–7 PM
FLORA & FAUNA OF THE SF RIVER WATERSHED
Ikonik Red, 1366 Cerrillos Rd.
Free talk by Arle Kruckeberg of the Native Plant Society, and Michael Carr of SF County. 
Also, the SF River iNaturalist Project and the City Nature Challenge.
 
MARCH 16–17
BANFF MOUNTAIN FILM FESTIVAL WORLD TOUR
The Lensic Performing Arts Center
Breathtaking adventures, heart-pounding action sports, stunning wildlife and environmental 
films and culturally diverse stories. Tickets on sale Jan. 30. $20 one night/$38 both nights.
 
MARCH 18–MAY 20 (WEDS. EVENINGS)
CLIMATE MASTERS COURSE
Focuses on climate change in NM, with locally relevant connections between water, soil, 
food production, consumption and waste, forest management, transportation, energy, at-
risk communities and climate science. Registration: HTTPS://WWW.SANTAFEWATERSHED.ORG/
EDUCATION-AND-OUTREACH/CLIMATEMASTERS/
 
MARCH 24, 6:30–8 PM
COMMUNITY INPUT SESSION ON HOUSING
Geneoveva Chavez Center, 3221 Rodeo Rd.
Free bilingual session with brief overview of City housing programs and funding. Presented by 
the City of SF Office of Affordable Housing.

APRIL 9, 3–6 PM
EXPO 26
SF Community Convention Center
Discover products and services from area businesses. Presented by the SF Chamber of 
Commerce. SANTAFECHAMBER.COM
 
APRIL 17–18
INDIGENOUS WAYS FILM FESTIVAL
IAIA Campus, 83 Avan Nu Po Rd.
A celebration of Indigenous storytelling centers Indigenous women and student filmmakers 
through screenings, workshops and artist conversations. Free and open to the public. HTTPS://
WWW.INDIGENOUSWAYS.ORG/IW-FILMFESTIVAL-2026
 
APRIL 25, 10 AM–2 PM
EARTH DAY AT THE RAILYARD
Railyard Park
 
APRIL 25
OLD SF ASSOCIATION 100TH ANNIVERSARY
Scottish Rite Temple
 
MAY 2, 10 AM–2 PM
FOLK ART FLEA
SF County Fairgrounds
Thousands of folk and fine art items donated by folk art lovers, artists and collectors to benefit 
the Museum of International Folk Art. Admission and parking are free. ASHLEY.ESPINOZA@
DCA.NM.GOV, MUSEUMFOUNDATION.ORG
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ALBUQUERQUE / Online
 
MARCH 14, 1–3 PM
SAVE THE FARM, SAVE THE FUTURE
Guild Cinema, 3405 Central NE
Film screening and panel discussion about this new film exploring agrivoltaics. 
Free. NM Healthy Soil Working Group.
 
APRIL 8, 7:30 AM–4 PM
ACEQUIA & LAND GRANT EDUCATION PROJECT PRE-CONFERENCE 
INSTITUTE
Embassy Suites, 1000 Woodward Pl. NE
For NM K-12 teachers interested in cultural and linguistically sustaining 
pedagogy and curriculum that centers land and water across content areas. 4/9: 
Student leadership Institute. 4/9-11: NM-based culture and language sessions. 
AISANDOVAL@NMHU.EDU, HTTP://TINY.CC/0JJY001
 
APRIL 9
ELECTRIFY NEW MEXICO 2026
Sid Cutter Pavilion, Balloon Fiesta Park
Flagship gathering for renewable energy innovators. Discussions on NM’s 
evolving energy landscape. Panels on policy and practice. Spotlights on successful 
partnerships. Connections with the workforce of the future. Business booths. 
Renewable Energy Industries Assoc. of NM. Registration: HTTPS://REIA-NM.ORG
 
APRIL 26, 10 AM–3 PM
EARTH DAY FESTIVAL
Balloon Fiesta Park
125–150 exhibitors, food trucks. Presented by the City of ABQ, Sierra Club Río 
Grande Chapter, 350NM, SUNNY505, others. HTTPS://EARTHDAYFESTIVALNM.
ORG
 
THROUGH MAY 3
DELILAH MONTOYA: ACTIVATING CHICANA RESISTANCE
Albuquerque Museum, 2000 Mountain Rd. NW
Photography, printmaking, installation art and bookmaking explore historical 
and contemporary narratives, fostering an understanding of identity, history and 
community activism. 505-243-7255, ALBUQUERQUEMUSEUM.ORG
 
THROUGH JUNE 7
“WHAT WE BRING TO THE TABLE”
National Hispanic Cultural Center
Group show to mark NHCC’s 25th anniversary, featuring work by 18 NHCC 
staffers, including curators, designers, coordinators, campus safety and security, 
custodial teams and business department. 505-246-2261, NHCCNM.ORG
 
SEPT. 17–19
38TH ANNUAL GREAT MINDS IN STEM CONFERENCE
Albuquerque Convention Center
GMIS inspires and supports students and professionals—especially from 
underserved communities—to build a diverse and inclusive STEM workforce. 
Hosted by the Hispano Chamber of Commerce. Info: 323-791-9295
 
TUES.–SUN. 9 AM–5 PM
“ONLY IN ALBUQUERQUE”
Albuquerque Museum, 2000 Mountain Rd. NW
Permanent exhibit told through four galleries: Spirited, Courageous, Resourceful 
and Innovative. Hundreds of the city’s beloved artifacts are featured. $3–$6., Free 
Sun., 9 am–1 pm. CABQ.GOV/ARTSCULTURE/ALBUQUERQUE-MUSEUM
 
TUES.–SUN. 9 AM–4 PM
INDIAN PUEBLO CULTURAL CENTER
2401 12th St. NW
“Gateway to the 19 Pueblos of N.M.” Museum galleries, exhibits and restaurant. 
Cultural dance program Sat., Sun. 11 am, 2 pm. $12/$10/children under 5 free. 
505-843-7270, INDIANPUEBLO.ORG
 
TUES.–SAT. 10 AM–4 ON 
MAXWELL MUSEUM OF ANTHROPOLOGY
500 University Blvd. NE
“People of the Southwest” permanent exhibition celebrates the cultural history 
of the SW, especially the close relationship people have had with the land. Free 
admission. 505-277-4405, HTTPS://MAXWELLMUSEUM.UNM.EDU
 

WHAT’S GOING ON

http://Resilientfuturesnm.org
mailto:christina.claassen@dca.nm.gov
mailto:contactoed@santafenm.gov
mailto:contactoed@santafenm.gov
https://www.santafewatershed.org/education-and-outreach/climatemasters/
https://www.santafewatershed.org/education-and-outreach/climatemasters/
http://Santafechamber.com
https://www.indigenousways.org/iw-filmfestival-2026
https://www.indigenousways.org/iw-filmfestival-2026
mailto:Ashley.espinoza@dca.nm.gov
mailto:Ashley.espinoza@dca.nm.gov
http://Museumfoundation.org
mailto:Aisandoval@nmhu.edu
http://tiny.cc/0jjy001
https://reia-nm.org
https://earthdayfestivalnm.org
https://earthdayfestivalnm.org
http://albuquerquemuseum.org
http://nhccnm.org
http://Cabq.gov/artsculture/Albuquerque-museum
http://Indianpueblo.org
https://maxwellmuseum.unm.edu


46 GREENFIRETIMES.COM  MARCH/APRIL 2026

MAY 15–17
SANTA FE INTERNATIONAL LITERARY FESTIVAL
SF Community Convention Center
World-renowned authors, thinkers and passionate readers celebrate the power of 
story. SFINTERNATIONALLITFEST.ORG
 
MAY 20–25
NATIVE ELEMENTS ART FESTIVAL + MARKET
SF Botanical Garden and SF Convention Center
Approximately 160 Native artists. Reception, VIP Night Market, panel discussion, 
art sales, food, entertainment. NATIVE-ELEMENTS@VISITSFBG.ORG, HTTPS://
VISITSFBG.ORG/NATIVE-ELEMENTS/
 
MAY 31, 9 AM–2 PM
CULTIVATING CONNECTIONS FARM TOUR & LUNCHEON
Celebrating the international year of the woman farmer. Lunch at the SF School 
of Cooking. Presented by the SF Farmers’ Market Institute. Tickets on sale April 
1.
 
JUNE 5 OPENING
INDIAN THEATER
SITE Santa Fe
Native Performance, Art and Self-Determination Since 1969. Exhibition curated 
by Candice Hopkins centers performance as an origin for the development of 
contemporary art by Native artists. SITESANTAFE.ORG
 
JUNE 11–12
NEXT GENERATION WATER SUMMIT
“Increasing demand, declining realities.” The state of water conservation 
in the Southwest. Join water policymakers, water reuse professionals 
and the building community. Registration: https://lnkd.in/gtRJEp86, 
NEXTGENERATIONWATERSUMMIT.COM
 
JUNE 20
INDIGENOUS FOODWAYS FESTIVAL
MUSEUM OF INDIAN ARTS & CULTURE
Indigenous food, art and culture. Tastings, conversations and hands-
on learning. Meet chefs and farmers and explore a marketplace. 
INFO@INDIGENOUSFOODWAYSFESTIVAL.COM, HTTPS://WWW.
INDIGENOUSFOODWAYSFESTIVAL.COM
 
AUGUST 7–9
TRANSFORMATION & HEALING CONFERENCE
Southwestern College & New Earth Institute
“Navigating Modern Chaos: Integrating Ancient Wisdom, Somatic Healing and 
Creative Practices” NEWEARTHINSTITUTE@SWC.EDU
 
AUGUST 15–16
SANTA FE INDIAN MARKET
SWAIA.ORG
 
SEPT. 18–20
EARTH USA 2016
Scottish Rite Center
13th International Conference on Architecture & Construction with Earthen 
Materials. Podium presentations, poster sessions, reception, tours. https://www.
earthusa.org
 
THROUGH SEPTEMBER
MAKOWA: THE WORLDS ABOVE US
Museum of  Indian Arts & Cultures
Exhibition exploring Indigenous relationships with the sky and how stories and 
sciences speak to one another. WWW.INDIANARTSANDCULTURE.ORG
 
THROUGH OCT. 4
ROADSIDE ATTRACTIONS
New Mexico Museum of  Art, 107 W. Palace Ave.
Photographic exhibition of Route 66 landmarks traces visual and cultural legacy 
of America’s storied highway. HTTPS://WWW.NMARTMUSEUM.ORG
 
SATURDAYS THROUGH DEC., 9 AM–2 PM
SANTA FE ARTISTS MARKET
The Railyard north of  the Water Tower
Local juried artists sell fine art and crafts. INFO@SANTAFEARTISTSMARKET.COM

 
SUNDAYS
RAILYARD ARTISANS MARKET
SF Farmers’ Market Pavilion
Gifts, souvenirs and mementos from local artisans and creative small businesses. 
SANTAFEFARMERSMARKET.COM
 
MON.–FRI.
POEH CULTURAL CENTER AND MUSEUM
78 Cities of  Gold Rd., Pueblo of  Pojoaque
Di Wae Powa: They Came Back: Historical Pueblo pottery. The Why, group show of Native 
artists. Nah Poeh Meng: core installation highlighting Pueblo artists and history. $7–$10. 505-
455-5041
 
MON.–SAT., 8 AM–4 PM
RANDALL DAVEY AUDUBON CENTER & SANCTUARY
1800 Upper Canyon Rd.
Free guided walks to see birds, Sat., 8:30–10 am. RSVP for Randall Davey House tours. 505-
983-4609, RANDALLDAVEY.AUDUBON.ORG
 
TUES., SAT., 8 AM–1 PM
SANTA FE FARMERS’ MARKET
Market Pavilion, 1607 Paseo de Peralta
Farmers and producers from northern NM. 505-983-4098, SANTAFEFARMERSMARKET.COM
 
WEDS–FRI. THROUGH DECEMBER
NUEVO MEXICANO HERITAGE ARTS MUSEUM
750 Camino Lejo, Museum Hill
100 Years of Collecting/100 Years of Connecting, historical and contemporary artworks 
and articles representing daily life in New Mexico. Free admission. 505-982-2226, HTTPS://
NMHERITAGEARTS.ORG
 
WEDS–SAT., 10 AM–6 PM; FRI.–SAT., 10 AM–6:30 PM
SANTA FE CHILDREN’S MUSEUM
Interactive exhibits, play areas, weekly programs. Masks required for ages 2 and older. 
$10/$8/$7/$3/one & under free. 505-989-8359, SANTAFECHILDRENSMUSEUM.ORG
 
WEDS–SUN.
EL RANCHO DE LAS GOLONDRINAS
334 Los Pinos Rd., La Ciénega
Living History Museum dedicated to the heritage and culture of 18th- and 19th-century New 
Mexico. 505-471-2261, GOLONDRINAS.ORG
 
SAT., 9–4, SUN., 10–4
EL MERCADO DE EL MUSEO
El Museo Cultural de Santa Fe
Many vendors. Art, jewelry, herbal remedies, textiles, beads, tapestries, books, furniture and 
more.
 
EL RANCHO DE LAS GOLONDRINAS
La Ciénega, N.M.
Living history museum. GOLONDRINAS.ORG
 
IAIA MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY NATIVE ARTS
108 Cathedral Place
Closed Tuesdays. $5–$10; under 16, Native and Indigenous peoples free. 888-922-4242, IAIA.
EDU/MOCNA
 
MILAGRO SCHOOL OF HERBAL MEDICINE
Classes and training intensives with experienced herbalists can be a life-changing healing 
experience. Botany, medicine-making, plant-spirits. 505-820-6321, INFO@MILAGROHERBS.COM
 
MUSEUM OF INDIAN ARTS & CULTURE
710 Camino Lejo (Museum Hill)
Maatakuyma: Essential Elements: Art, Environment and Indigenous Futures, Makowa: The 
Worlds Above Us; Here, Now and Always. $7–$12. 10 am–5 pm. Closed Mondays. 505-476-
1269, WWW.INDIANARTSANDCULTURE.ORG
 
MUSEUM OF INTERNATIONAL FOLK ART
706 Cam. Lejo, Museum Hill
“Protection: Adaptation and Resistance.” More than 45 artists explore themes of climate crisis, 
struggles for social justice, strengthening communities through ancestral knowledge and 
imagining a thriving future. $3–$12. NM residents free first Sunday of the month.
 
NATIVE BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE
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SF Business Incubator, 3900 Paseo del Sol
Monthly gatherings for Native American entrepreneurs, artists and business owners to 
connect, share resources and build pathways to success. Presented by UNM Rainforest 
Innovations and the City of SF Economic Development Dept.
 
NEW MEXICO HISTORY MUSEUM
113 Lincoln Ave.
The Lamy Branch of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad model train; 
Palace Seen and Unseen: A Convergence of History and Archaeology, photos and 
artifacts; Telling NM: Stories from Then and Now. Closed Mondays. 505-476-5200, 
NMHISTORYMUSEUM.ORG
 
SANTA FE HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
Seeking land, donated or for sale, to build affordable housing. Low-income 
homeowners help build homes and make mortgage payments to the nonprofit HFH. 
Property owners can qualify for 50% Affordable Housing tax credit through the NM 
Mortgage Finance Authority. 505-986-5880, ext. 109
 
STATE MUSEUMS
Museum of International Folk Art (10 am–5 pm), Museum of Indian Arts and Culture 
(10 am–4 pm), N.M. History Museum (10 am–4:30 pm), N.M. Museum of Art (Tues.–
Sun., 10 am–4 pm). NEWMEXICOCULTURE.ORG/VISIT 
 
WHEELWRIGHT MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN
704 Cam. Lejo, Museum Hill
Memo to the Mother: Bob Haozous’s Messages to Mother Earth. 10 am–4 pm Tues.–
Sat. $10.
 
YOUTHBUILD / YOUTHWORKS!
Paid training for Youth 16–24. Construction, Culinary, GED. 505-989-1855, WWW.
SANTAFEYOUTHWORKS.ORG/SANTA-FE-YOUTHBUILD/
 

ESPAÑOLA
 
THROUGH MAY
NORTHERN NM ARTIST INVITATIONAL EXHIBIT
Bond House, 706 Bond Street
Group show. 505-747-8535, FACEBOOK.COM/SGHSBONDHOUSEMUSEUM
 

TAOS / Online
 
MARCH 15, 4 PM
THE FUTURE OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
Taos Center for the Arts
Ecologist Dr. Jon Jundgren will explain how to grow food that heals ecosystems, 
empowers farmers, nourishes eaters and strengthens communities. 5 pm happy hour 
with local and regional agricultural and conservation organizations. $10–$30 donation.
 
THROUGH MAY 30
PUEBLO FOODWAYS
Harwood Museum of  Art, 238 Ledoux St.
Taos Pueblo foodways, from seed to ceremony. A glimpse into diverse activities 
and relationships that define food culture and sovereignty. 575-758-9826, HTTPS://
HARWOODMUSEUM.ORG
 
LA HACIENDA DE LOS MARTÍNEZ
708 Hacienda Way
Northern NM-style Spanish colonial “great house” built in 1804 by Severino Martínez. 
Open daily. TAOSHISTORICMUSEUM.ORG
 
MILLICENT ROGERS MUSEUM
1504 Millicent Rogers Rd.
Tuah-Tah/Taos Pueblo: Home, highlighting the pueblo’s culture and artistic 
achievements. Open daily. MILLIF4N65OY45E.ORG
 
 
HERE & THERE / Online
 
MARCH 6, 9 AM–3:30 PM
ANNUAL FRUIT GROWERS WORKSHOP
Los Luceros, Alcalde, NM
NMSU College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences Cooperative 
Extension Service. $20. Lunch provided. Pre-registration required: 505-852-4241, 
EARE@NMSU.EDU

 
MARCH 11, 9 AM–12 PM
THE FUTURE OF TRANSPORTATION IN NM
Sunland Park Sports Complex, Santa Teresa, NM
Public policy forum presented by the NM Energy, Mineral and Natural Resources Dept. 
COEEMND@NMSU.EDU

MARCH 14–15
TUCSON FESTIVAL OF BOOKS
University of  Arizona
Third-largest book festival in the country. HTTPS://TUCSONFESTIVALOFBOOKS.ORG
 
MARCH 20 ONLINE APPLICATION DEADLINE
NMDA HEALTHY SOIL PROGRAM
NM Dept. of Agriculture provides grants for on-the-ground projects beginning in July 
that improve soil health. 575-646-2642, HSP@NMDA.NMSU.EDU. NM Healthy Soil Working 
Group offers grant writing support. 505-231-8471, INFO@NMHEALTHYSOIL.ORG
 
MARCH 21 APPLICATION DEADLINE
RURAL ROOTS ENDOWMENT
American AgCredit funding helps strengthen NM’s agri-community. Eligible 
organizations: youth ag programs, underserved producer populations, direct producer 
support (startup, development, conservation), efforts protecting NM ag, hunger-fighting 
initiatives, ag and producer education. HTTPS://BRNW.CH/21WZBMX
 
MARCH 26–28
37TH ANNUAL BIONEERS CONFERENCE
Berkeley, Calif.
“Revolution from the Heart of Nature” HTTPS://CONFERENCE.BIONEERS.ORG
 
MARCH–APRIL
National Renewable Energy Laboratory Industry Growth Forum
IGF@NREL.GOV, HTTPS://LNKD.IN/GJCI6IUX
 
APRIL 11, 10 AM–5 PM
FRONTIER FAIR: HISTORY, OUTLAWS & CULTURE
Mesilla Plaza, Mesilla, N.M.
 
APRIL 22–23, 9 AM–11:30 AM
EXTREME HEAT, HEALTH & RESILIENCY SUMMIT
Online
Healthy Climate New Mexico—Health professionals for climate action. 505-946-8678, 
INFO@HEALTHYCLIMATENM.ORG, WWW.HEALTHYCLIMATENM.ORG
 
MAY 19–21
CONFLUENCE 2026
Fort Collins, Colo.
“The Future of Collaboration: The Power of Working Across Divides.” Western 
Collaborative Conservation Network, New Mexico Forest & Watershed Restoration 
Institute. https://lnkd.in/gWtjCcy4
 
JUNE 6–8
8TH ANNUAL NAVAJO NATION ECONOMIC SUMMIT
Twin Arrows Casino Resort, Flagstaff, Ariz.
“Our Resources, Our Responsibility.” Conversations with leaders, innovators, community 
partners on economic growth, sustainability and stewardship. HTTPS://LNKD.IN/GJBCC8AA
 
THURS–SUN, 10 AM–4 PM
BOSQUE REDONDO MEMORIAL
Fort Sumner Historic Site, Fort Sumner, N.M.
Exhibit, 30 years in the making, tells the story of ‘The Long Walk’ and the Bosque 
Redondo. $7, children 16 and younger, free. NM residents with ID free first Sun. each 
month. NMHISTORICSITES.ORG/BOSQUE-REDONDO
 
EARTH KNACK SURVIVAL AND OUTDOOR LIVING SKILLS
Crestone, Colo. and elsewhere
Fiber arts, blacksmithing, hide tanning, Rocky Mtn. Survival, Edible, medicinal plants, 
internships and more. HTTPS://WWW.EARTHKNACK.COM
 
GALLUP NEW DEAL ART VIRTUAL MUSEUM
GALLUPNEWDEALART.ORG
The culmination of a nine-year project provides images of the works as well as scholarly 
information. Hand-carved wood furniture, Spanish-Colonial-style tinwork, prints, murals, 
western American paintings, Native art. HTTPS://CONFERENCE.BIONEERS.ORG

http://Nmhistorymuseum.org
http://NewMexicoCulture.org/visit
http://www.santafeyouthworks.org/santa-fe-youthbuild/
http://www.santafeyouthworks.org/santa-fe-youthbuild/
http://facebook.com/sghsbondhousemuseum
https://harwoodmuseum.org
https://harwoodmuseum.org
https://taos.org/places/la-hacienda-de-los-martinez/
http://Millif4n65oy45e.org
mailto:eare@nmsu.edu
mailto:coeemnd@nmsu.edu
https://tucsonfestivalofbooks.org
mailto:hsp@nmda.nmsu.edu
mailto:info@nmhealthysoil.org
https://brnw.ch/21wZBmx
https://conference.bioneers.org
mailto:igf@nrel.gov
https://lnkd.in/gJci6iUx
mailto:Info@healthyclimatenm.org
http://www.HealthyClimateNM.org
https://lnkd.in/gWtjCcy4
https://lnkd.in/gjBcC8AA
http://nmhistoricsites.org/bosque-redondo
https://www.earthknack.com
http://Gallupnewdealart.org
https://conference.bioneers.org


The Third Annual Earth Day Festival promises to provide 
information that will save people between $500 and $20,000 
by incorporating green practices into your day-to-day lives. 
Tickets $5. FREE if reserved in March.

• Kids activities • Food Court  
• Kids Entrepreneurs section  • Workshops  
• Clean energy vendors
• Clean Car Concourse—test drive EVS
• Experts on rebates (PNM, state, federal)

JOIN US FOR THE
EARTH DAY FESTIVAL

Sunday April 26th • 10 am–3 pm
Balloon Fiesta Park

RIO GRANDE CHAPTER

WINE • PUPPIES • ENTERTAINMENT
EarthDayFestivalNM.org

Earth Day Festival NM 2025


