




38 GREENFIRETIMES.COM  SEP/OCT 2026

Albuquerque’s Nascent 
Mesquite RevolutionBOOK PROFILE

FEEDING THE WORLD AS IF PEOPLE MATTERED:
HOW SMALL FARMS PRODUCE VALUE BEYOND 
YIELDS

BY ANDREW FLACHS
THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA PRESS (2026)

The dominant view of  agriculture has focused only on what we 
produce. It sees value in terms of  capital gains or yield effi ciency, 
masking how our global food system produces tremendous amounts 
of  food commodities while failing to feed people, support rural com-
munities or enhance ecological wellbeing. Feeding the World as if  People 
Mattered asks us to look more deeply and more humanely at what we 
perceive to be most valuable in our agricultural systems.

Amid plantation monocultures and industrialized farms built to max-
imize production, there are also many communities where economy 
and ecology are not in confl ict. On small farms in India, Bosnia and 
the USA that are profi led in Feeding the World as it People Mattered, all 
embrace ecological diversity as the best path to keep the farm.

Dr. Andrew Flachs explores genetically modifi ed crops, heirloom 
seeds and our own microbiomes. His writing on agricultural develop-
ment has been featured in numerous peer-reviewed publications as 
well the National Geographic magazine.

“Around the world, the most common livelihood that people have is small‑scale 
farming, even though it is becoming increasingly marginalized by the corporations 
and states that shape people’s lives. This wonderful new book, based on extensive 
work with small‑scale farmers around the world, demonstrates that how the costs 
and benefi ts of  small-scale farming are counted is a gross misrepresentation of  its 
value. Small‑scale farmers produce a greater diversity of  life by building 
strong, meaningful relationships between people, 
plants and landscapes. 
Rather 
than being 
the face of  
the past, this 
book shows 
that small‑
scale farming 
is critical to 
the face of  
a sustainable 
future. It will be 
essential reading 
for everyone who 
recognizes the peril 
facing our planet.”
—A. Haroon 
Akram-Lodhi, 
author of  Hungry 
for Change: Farmers, 
Food Justice and the 
Agrarian Question
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plants and landscapes. 
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An ally from the plant world

ARTICLE AND PHOTOS BY SANDRA MACK

This has been a tough summer 
for farmers and gardeners. The 
physical and emotional toll of  
record heat has settled into our 
bodies, not to be shrugged off. 
We look toward future growing 
seasons with increasing unease. 
The climate crisis has arrived.

Simultaneously, we see growing 
fragility in the larger economy 
that supplies us with 98 percent 
of  our food in Albuquerque and 
New Mexico. Diesel reserves are 
at record lows, and prices contin-
ue to climb. Prices at the grocery 
store are climbing too.

Into this context of  existential 
dread comes a friend, an ally from 
the plant world: the mesquite tree. 
Honey mesquite, screwbean mes-
quite and velvet mesquite, all na-
tive to our region, are here, have 
always been here, and are capable 
of  multiplying until we have a tree 
for every neighborhood, a tree for 
every family, and then half-a-mil-
lion mesquite trees, one for every person in our city. Each tree is ready to give us mesquite pods 
by the hundreds and thousands, if  only we are ready to become a mesquite people. 

No one tastes mesquite pancakes, muffi ns or cookies made with the sweet complex superfood 
fl our of  ground mesquite pods and says yuck, or even meh. No one. We want to eat this. People 
have been eating mesquite in the Southwest for thousands of  years. Mesquite fl our is naturally 
sweet but low-glycemic, and it stabilizes blood sugar. It contains protein, essential minerals and 
fi ber that supports gut health.

The sprouting and planting of  mesquite trees from seeds takes a little knowledge and almost no 
water. In the past, mesquite was spread because cattle and other animals ate the pods. The coat-
ing on the hard seed was partially digested, and in the cow patties, mesquite trees sprouted. With 

a little help from humans to “scarify” the seed coat, 
seeds can be directly planted or raised for just a few 
weeks in a cup and then transplanted before the 
remarkable taproot reaches the bottom of  the cup. 
Mesquite seedlings can then be transplanted right 
into the summer monsoon. 

Mesquite pods can be stored dry, so are easy to 

People have been eating mesquite in the 
Southwest for thousands of  years.

The mesquite 
revolution is just 
around the corner.

A honey mesquite tree in Albuquerque



harvest and save. A 
coffee grinder will 
grind them to fl our. 
In the future, we 
could have commu-
nity mills where mes-
quite could be ground 
in bulk.

A caloric staple food 
that grows on a tree 

has distinct advantages over annual agriculture in our hot climate. A key advantage is 
the shade and cooling effect afforded by trees. Along with that, the tree has ultra-deep 
roots and requires almost no supplemental watering after the seedling stage. And once 
your tree is established, it takes no gardening skills or work to keep it going, aside from 
a bit of  pruning in the early years to develop the thorny canopy above your face level. 
Mesquite’s tiny, complex leaves don’t even need raking in the fall; they quickly incorpo-
rate the legume’s rich nutrients into the soil.

 All of  these 
factors 
explain why 
interest in 
mesquite 
is growing 
rapidly in 
Albuquerque. 
The mesquite 
revolution is 
just around 
the corner. 
Will you start 
learning and 
start plant-
ing? Will you 
help us? 

Sandra Mack is an Earth and space science teacher at Amy Biehl High 
School, and co-founder of  Cool it Burque. You will fi nd more information on 
propagating mesquite at coolitburque.org . 

Above: Mesquite pods ripening on a honey mesquite tree
Mesquite seedlings ready to be planted 39GREENFIRETIMES.COM

A caloric staple food that 
grows on a tree has distinct 
advantages over annual 
agriculture in our hot climate.

LATE-BREAKING NEWS FROM HISTORY
FROM THE PUEBLOS TO THE PACIFIC, 1776–2026
WESTWARD EXPLORATIONS ACROSS INDIAN COUNTRY
Bond House Museum, 706 E. Bond St., Española, NM
505-747-8535, WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/SGHSBONDHOUSEMUSEUM/

Coinciding with the commemoration of  250 years since the signing of  the U.S. 
Declaration of  Independence, a low-profi le Río Arríba museum has created a 
pertinent exhibition. Located near Santa Clara Pueblo on the western shore of  the 
Río Grande, the Bond House Museum overlooks La Plaza de Española, with its 
assortment of  structures evoking four centuries of  cross-cultural encounters. The 
museum itself  was originally built in 1887 as home to a successful merchant family. 
The Victorian style adobe building has been painstakingly restored.

Between 1776 and 2026, New Mexico experienced three regimes: a kingdom under 
imperial Spain, a province under republican México, and a U.S. territory for 64 years—
until it was fi nally awarded statehood in 1912. Throughout that succession of  regimes, 
Pueblo communities across the region alternately confronted and sought to cooperate 
with semi-nomadic plains and mountain tribes whose traditional hunting grounds 
were shrinking.

That trio of  regimes is represented in a landmark three-part exhibition curated by 
Julianne Burton-Carvajal and stewarded by the San Gabriel Historical Society. The 
exhibition constitutes an intriguing sidebar to “America 250.” It is entitled, “From the 
Pueblos to the Pacifi c, 1776–2026: Westward Explorations across Indian Country during New 
Mexico’s Spanish, Mexican and American Eras.”

The exhibition features artifacts, devotional items, maps, explanatory banners and 
artwork evoking the Spanish era, including the 1776 Dominguez-Escalante expedition 
from Santa Fe to Monterey and the Old Spanish Trail from Abiquiú and Taos to El 
Pueblo de Los Angeles (1829–1848). The unsung heroism of  Abiquiú genízaros offers 
an example of  “late-breaking news from history”—a new angle on the past that 
emerges when fresh eyes examine the historical record.

The Mexican-era section focuses on the fi rst commercial route connecting northern 
New Mexico with the Pacifi c Coast. Authentic components of  the complex mule-
packing system so ubiquitous and essential during that era are among the many items 
displayed. There are also early-20th-century portraits photographed at New Mexico 
pueblos, in western New Mexico, and of  northeastern Arizona tribes by 
Edward S. Curtis.

A grand fi nale slideshow will be presented on Nov. 4 from 3:30–5 p.m. Curtis’s 
great-grandson will present interviews and photos of  descendants of  individuals 
photographed by Curtis a century ago. 

From the Pueblos to the Pacific: 
Westward Explorations across Indian Country 

during New Mexico’s 
Spanish, Mexican & American Eras, 1776–2026

San Gabriel Historical Society  
presents

Friday, July 3 – Wednesday, Nov 4
At The Bond House Museum 

in Española

Edward S. Curtis - 1903

W, F, Sat 12 – 4pm
Free Admission
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Equity • Perseverance • Listening • Generosity

For northern
New Mexico.
For our shared home.
Forever.

For Santa Fe.

For Española.

For Las Vegas.

For Mora.

For Native Tribes, Pueblos & Nations.

For Food Security.

For Wildfire Recovery.

For School Programs.

For the Arts.

For Health.

For Senior New Mexicans.

For Good.

santafecf.org/forever   |   505.988.9715   |   giving@santafecf.org

CHAMPION THE CAUSES YOU CARE ABOUT.
Since 1981, the Santa Fe Community Foundation 
has been a trusted philanthropic partner for 
New Mexicans like you. Reach out to us to start 
building your legacy, today.
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Celebrating 110000  YYeeaarrss!

PRESERVING SANTA FE SINCE 1926

This year the Old Santa Fe Association turned 100 years 
old. Through history education, community service and 
historic preservation advocacy, we continue to promote 
the preservation of Santa Fe’s unique distinction that 
combines culture, tradition, and environment — the 
priceless assets of our region.

Please join us as we celebrate Santa Fe's cultural and 
architectural heritage. We are excited to welcome new 
members and reconnect with old friends.

Visit www.oldsantafe.org to get involved!

S ince  1926

The Agrarian 
Ritual of Patience

To be a desert farmer,
You must get good at waiting.
Each night you sleep with one ear open
In case the sounds of  the fi rst sprinkle
Tap-dance on the metal roof  above you.
Then you get up, but you don’t go out
Because you must busy yourself
Gathering up all manner of  seeds
To ready them for the morning planting.

After you have sown then, you wait for days
Like a stick caught in an eddy, hoping
For another rain to germinate the seeds
Since one rain alone and water from a hose
Never seem enough to get all of  them to sprout.

As you watch them grow until their tendrils
Reach out and grab a pole or trunk of  a tree
You idle your time away weeding around them
Hoping that this will help them rise
Until their yellow or purple blossoms break out
With the songs of  bees beneath dark skies.

But this is the moment when the pace begins
To hasten, moving far too fast for the Waiter
Because the baby squash bulge out their bellies
More and more as each day passes, and the green
Beans begin to dry into a papery tan then pop open,
Flinging their seeds at you as you pass by.
“How can this be?” you cry in their direction,
“I have waited so long and now you seeds
Are fl ying at me so fast I can hardly catch you!”

That’s when you kneel, on your knees again
Patiently sifting through the topsoil and litter
Trying to rescue each bean, cumin or coriander seed
By pinching your index fi nger and thumb together
To lift them up to rest in a tightly woven basket
That sits next to your knees until you stand

To carry them home, where boiling water awaits them
On the old wood-burning stove in your kitchen.
It may take hours for them to soften and season
But you know when they are done when you can hear
The last light rain of  the season tap on your roof
And smell earthy vapors emerging from your bean pot.    

– Gary Paul Nabhan

In memory of  Wendell Berry 
and for Ofelia Zepeda

NMED LAUNCHES CIRCULAR ECONOMY PLAN
Initiative advances reuse, recovery and New Mexico supply chains

New Mexico businesses, local governments, tribal governments, schools and nonprofi ts can now apply 
for a share of  $11.5 million in funding for projects that keep materials and resources in productive use 
through reuse, recycling and recovery. Through the competitive procurement process, the New Mexico 
Environment Department will support circular economy projects with measurable environmental and 
economic benefi ts.

In August, the NMED issued a request for proposals for circular economy projects while also releasing 
the state’s fi rst Circular Economy Plan, a roadmap for reducing waste, strengthening in-state markets 
and infrastructure, and keeping materials and economic value circulating in New Mexico. The NMED 
expects to award the fi rst contracts in October.

A circular economy keeps products and materials in use through practices such as maintenance, reuse, 
refurbishment, remanufacturing, recycling and composting. These efforts can reduce pollution and re-
source extraction, create jobs and strengthen local supply chains. Projects can include recovering critical 
minerals from electronic waste (e-waste), transforming discarded textiles into reusable products and 
composting food waste for agricultural use.

Eligible projects must take a systems-based approach to reducing waste and keeping materials and 
resources in productive use for as long as possible. Projects may recover, reuse or redesign materials, 
products or processes in ways that preserve their value, reduce demand for new resources or prevent 
waste at the source. The request for proposals includes two funding categories: $1.5 million for feasibil-
ity and assessment projects and $10 million for project implementation.

“New Mexico has an opportunity to grow our economy by getting more value out of  the resources 
we already have,” said Rep. Meredith Dixon. “This investment will help New Mexico businesses turn 
materials that would otherwise go to waste into new products, creating new economic opportunities 
and stronger supply chains while making sure we are getting measurable results for every public dollar 
we invest.”

The New Mexico Circular Economy Plan will guide NMED’s broader circular economy work, with 
a focus on reducing waste and illegal dumping, strengthening in-state markets and improving materi-
als management. The plan also identifi es actions for priority materials including scrap tires, batteries, 
household hazardous waste and organics.
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WHAT IF NM BECOMES 
AN OFFICIAL AGRICULTURAL 
TOURISM STATE?

AGRIVOLTAICS – SOLAR ON FARMLAND

The Future of  Farming May Be in the Shade

By combining agriculture with solar energy, farms can improve resilience, gen-
erate additional revenue, conserve water and produce clean electricity—all from 
the same land. Whether the land is used for crops or grazing animals, agrivoltaics 
continues to demonstrate why farming and renewable energy can go hand-in-
hand. Farmers and researchers across North America, Europe and Asia are testing 
different crops, climates and solar panel designs. Many are uncovering the same 
surprising result: In the right conditions, solar panels aren’t competing with agri-
culture—they’re helping it.

Agrivoltaics could provide a major source of  electricity, coupled with a high-val-
ue crop. Putting them on about 1 percent of  the country’s land would supply all 
the energy that the world needs, some say. And, it offers a big part of  the climate 
solution.

Jack’s Solar Garden (JACKSSOLARGARDEN.COM), near Longmont, Colorado, sits on 
fi ve acres that used to be a hay fi eld. Byron Kominek turned it into something the 
industry is still catching up to: an innovative dual land-use approach that includes 
a working solar array that also grows food. Since 2021, the farm has produced 
over 25,000 pounds of  spinach, herbs and berries underneath 1.2 MW of  solar 
panels, enough to power 300-plus homes. If  a 5-acre family farm can stack food 
production and power generation on the same ground, the “we don’t have room 
for both” argument doesn’t hold up for anyone with underused space.

BY DAVID NIDEL

There are many examples of  what defines agricultural tourism. Examples include 
farm, ranch and dairy tours, farmers’ markets, wineries, entertainment, pumpkin 
patches and corn mazes. There are events for harvesting, farming education, craft and 
culinary classes, and more. County and state fairs that feature livestock shows, rodeos, 
petting zoos and produce competitions are other examples.

Many of  us have watched movies where we admired the scenery of  a farm or ranch 
and wondered what it would be like to visit. Farms and ranches have served as 
venues for birthday parties, weddings, family reunions, etc., as well as catered sites 
for corporate events. Some farmers and ranchers have built lodging facilities on 
their properties. Onsite farm-to-table restaurants have become popular destinations. 
The hospitality provided by farmers and ranchers, exhibited at farmers’ markets, 
fairgrounds and other locations, provides memorable experiences for visitors while 
generating an income stream for farmers and ranchers outside of  farming 
and ranching.

In at least 39 states there are official agriculture tourism programs that reduce the 
costs of  liability insurance per business and also the cost of  promotion. These states’ 
departments of  economic development, commerce and tourism expand state and 
community tourism promotion, increasing the number of  visitors and the visitors’ 
length of  their stay, creating more jobs and reinforcing the tax base.

In New Mexico, operations that offer hospitality services, host events and provide 
activities for visitors, currently undertake these activities individually at their own 
entrepreneurial risk. There are few opportunities for market collaboration or group 
discounts that are enjoyed by states with official agritourism programs. An official 
agritourism program in New Mexico would promote branding and provide more 
incentives for tourists to visit.

On Dec. 25, 2025, U.S. Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM) joined Senate colleagues to 
introduce The Agritourism Act to Accelerate the Growth of  Rural Innovation and 
Tourism Opportunities and Uphold Rural Industries and Sustainable Marketplaces. 
This bipartisan legislation was to support the economic development and growth of  
agritourism businesses in New Mexico and nationwide.

In the 2026 state Legislature, a bipartisan effort was made to enact House Bill 521, 
The Agritourism Promotion Act, as a first step to establishing an official New Mexico 
Agriculture Tourism Program. It passed one committee hearing, but did not move 
forward. With the support of  farmers, ranchers and tourism interests to help lobby 
for its passage, it will likely be resubmitted.

The main opposition to this bill was based on its liability factors. The state does not 
want to be held liable for contributing to the misfortune of  a visitor or participant 
because it had promoted the goods and services of  the agriculture venue. However, 
crafting this legislation based on the state’s Recreational Use (NM Stat § 17-4-
7) Statute that protects private landowners from liability, allowing visitors to use 
their land for outdoor recreation such as hunting, fishing, camping, hiking, etc., 
and supports Sen. Heinrich’s bill seems like a viable alternative. The lobby of  New 
Mexico’s farmers, ranchers and tourism interests may provide a greater likelihood of  
the Act’s passage. 

David Nidel, MS, has a background in rural tourism, tourism management 
and economic development.



FOR AGRICULTURE:

• The panels reduce evaporation from the soil, reducing water needs for irrigation.
• Agrivoltaics allows shade-tolerant crops like lettuce, spinach, potatoes and tomatoes 
to thrive underneath panels that protect them from excessive sun and wind.
 • Rising summer temperatures mean that fruit growers need to rethink how they 
manage their crops. In the Netherlands, agrivoltaic raspberry farms have shown simi-
lar or better yields compared to traditional farming, using up to 50 percent less water.
• Researchers in Puglia, Italy, installed semi-transparent solar panels above an olive 
grove and found that olive yields increased by 12 percent and water evaporation 
decreased by 19 percent.

• The latest research reveals that in many cases, solar panels are helping grow healthi-
er crops and tastier fruit. The research in Italy showed that olive oil polyphenol levels 
improved, indicating enhanced quality.
• Researchers recently installed 832 solar panels approximately nine feet above a 
commercial blueberry farm. By elevating them well above the crops, enough shade 
is provided to reduce heat stress while still allowing plenty of  sunlight, airfl ow, farm 
equipment and workers to move freely beneath the array. The blueberries were re-
ported to be larger, juicier and sweeter than berries grown in full sun.
• Researchers at the University of  Minnesota found that agrivoltaic systems can sup-
port high-quality forage for grazing dairy cattle. In fact, some grasses produced more 
biomass beneath solar panels than in conventional pastures, suggesting that well-de-
signed systems may enhance forage production.
• A solar ranch in Tennessee combines solar development with cattle grazing instead 
of  treating them as competing and uses. Texas ranchers now run sheep across about 
68,000 acres of  solar farms because goats climb the panels and chew the wires. Du-
al-use approaches like these could help expand renewable energy while still support-
ing ranching and rural communities. “We need this in New Mexico,” said Neal Den-
ton, senior environmental scientist at the New Mexico Environment Department.

Agrivoltaics doesn’t improve every crop and doesn’t work equally well 
in every climate. 

Crops such as rice, wheat and soybeans can experience lower yields if  solar panels 
create too much shade or if  the system isn’t properly designed. Panel height, spacing, 
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NEW MEXICO’S FACTORY 
FARM POLLUTION        

The industrialization of  livestock production—and the waste that comes along 
with it—has led to widespread water pollution.

New Mexico has over 280,000 dairy cows living on mega-dairies, and they produce 
11.5 billion pounds of  manure annually, according to Food and Water Watch. This 
is four times as much as the state’s human population produces. 

The New Mexico Environment Department has been discussing new surface 
water regulations to protect waters across the state from industrial polluters, 
including factory farms. But according to FFW, although NMED has a unique op-
portunity to create strong rules that are protective of  our precious surface waters, 
the rules the agency has proposed are far too weak. FFW has encouraged strong 
pollution-control requirements on factory farms. The NMED, FFW says, must 
craft CAFO-specifi c rules that eliminate loopholes present in federal regulation 
so that discharging CAFOs (Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations) can no 
longer evade permitting requirements.

orientation, crop selection and local climate all play an important role in achieving 
the right balance between food production and clean energy.

 FOR SOLAR:
• Crops underneath solar panels can reduce the temperature of  the panels, stop-
ping them getting so hot that their effi ciency is reduced.

 • Some people say, “Don’t put solar panels on farmland. Put them on parking lots. 
Keep prime farmland prime farmland.” Here is a response to that argument:

 1. With a few exceptions, solar panels generally don’t perform as well when in-
stalled over blacktop, especially as our planet grows hotter.

 2. Prime farmland is not prime farmland unless there’s a farmer who is fi nancially 
willing and able to farm it. Renewables can empower farmers to keep their land in 
use and in their family.

Energy has to be produced somewhere. We can localize our energy and reduce our 
reliance on foreign oil imports.



WHAT’S GOING ON
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ALBUQUERQUE / Online
 
SEPT. 10–20
NEW MEXICO STATE FAIR
Expo NM, 300 San Pedro NE
HTTPS://STATEFAIR.EXPONM.COM

 
SEPT. 14–16
BUILDING AN ADVANCED ENERGY ECOSYSTEM
Sandia Resort & Casino
400+ energy leaders. Expert panels, presentations, interactive workshops, 
exhibitors and networking. General admission: $300. HTTPS://NMWOMENLEAD.

ORG/ABOUT-THE-CONFERENCE-1

 
SEPT. 17–19
38TH ANNUAL GREAT MINDS IN STEM CONFERENCE
Albuquerque Convention Center
GMIS inspires and supports students and professionals–especially from 
underserved communities–to build a diverse and inclusive STEM workforce. 
Hosted by the Hispano Chamber of Commerce. Info: 323-791-9295
 
SEPT. 18 OPENING
I THOUGHT I SAW YOU YESTERDAY
Community Gallery, National Hispanic Cultural Center, 1701 4th St. SW
Exhibition reflects on the role grief, intimacy, celebration, land, food and familial 
relationships play in maintaining ancestral knowledge and memory. nhccnm.org/
museum/exhibitions
 
SEPT. 19, 4 PM
SOMOS ALBUQUERQUE
NHCC, 1701 4th St. SW
Indoor and outdoor festival featuring local artists, performers, makers and 
community alongside national music headliners. $24.95. HTTPS://WWW.EVENTBRITE.

COM/

 
SEPT. 27. 10 AM–5 PM
AKI MATSURI JAPANESE FALL FESTIVAL
Expo New Mexico
Cultural exhibits, vendor fair, musical demonstrations, Japanese arts, food and 
more. Tickets: $14.48–$17.12. EVENTBRITE.COM:

 
OCT. 3, 12–5 PM
SW ORGANIZING PROJECT CHILE FIESTA
211 10th St. SW
505-247-8832, SWOP..NET

 
OCT. 10, 11 AM–3 PM
FALL FARM FESTIVAL
Gutiérrez-Hubbell House, 6029 Isleta Blvd. SW
Music, dance, conservation carnivale programs, petting zoo, crafts, food vendors 
and tours of the historic property. Free.

OCT. 19, 4–7 PM
GOLDEN CHILE AWARD CEREMONY
National Hispanic Cultural Center
Awards recognize innovative NM Grown programming at early care and education 
centers. K-12 schools and senior centers. NM Farmers’ Marketing Assn. HTTPS://

NEWMEXICOGROWN.ORG

DEC. 1–3
ROOTS & RESILIENCE CONFERENCE
Indian Pueblo Cultural Center
“Strengthening NM Farms, Food & Communities.” Practical tools & strategies to increase 
production capacity, build networks and partnerships. Hosted by Farm to Table NM’s Farmer 
Innovation Program. 505-660-8403, WWW.FARMTOTABLENM.ORG

THROUGH MAY 31, 2028
COILING KIN: THE LIFE OF PUEBLO POTTERY
Maxwell Museum of  Anthropology, 500 University Blvd. NE
23 potters from 14 pueblos selected 70 works from the permanent collection. A deep reflection 
of clay in Pueblo life. Presented in the round with audio-visual materials. MAXWELLMUSEUM.

UNM.EDU

 
TUES.–SUN. 9 AM–5 PM
“ONLY IN ALBUQUERQUE”
Albuquerque Museum, 2000 Mountain Rd. NW
Permanent exhibit told through four galleries: Spirited, Courageous, Resourceful and 
Innovative. Hundreds of the city’s beloved artifacts are featured. $3–$6., Free Sun., 9 am–1 
pm. CABQ.GOV/ARTSCULTURE/ALBUQUERQUE-MUSEUM

 
TUES.–SUN. 9 AM–4 PM
INDIAN PUEBLO CULTURAL CENTER
“Gateway to the 19 Pueblos of N.M.” Through Feb. 21, 2027: “Grounded in Clay: The Spirit 
of Pueblo Pottery.” Special 50th anniversary programming. Cultural dances, restaurant. 
$12/$10/children under 5 free. 505-843-7270, INDIANPUEBLO.ORG

 
TUES.–SAT. 10 AM–4 ON 
MAXWELL MUSEUM OF ANTHROPOLOGY
500 University Blvd. NE
“People of the Southwest” permanent exhibition celebrates the cultural history of the SW, 
especially the close relationship people have had with the land. Free admission. 505-277-4405, 
HTTPS://MAXWELLMUSEUM.UNM.EDU

 
NM MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY AND SCIENCE
1801 Mountain Rd. NW
Reopened after seven months of renovations. 505-841-2800, NMNATURALHISTORY.ORG

 
RESILIENT FUTURES INITIATIVE
Dangerous heat, pollution and natural disasters affect all New Mexicans, especially frontline 
communities. This initiative, facilitated by the City of ABQ’s (CABQ) Sustainability Office is 
an effort to future-proof communities in Central NM. RESILIENTFUTURESNM.ORG

 
 
SANTA FE / Online
 
SEPT. 4–13
314TH FIESTAS DE SANTA FE
Sept. 4 burning of Zozobra, followed by parades, music on the plaza, a fine arts & crafts 
market and other events. SANTAFEFIESTA.ORG

 
SEPT. 9–11
SACRED ROOTS, SOVEREIGN FUTURES
Buffalo Thunder Resort, Pojoaque, N.M.
Tribal leaders, educators, families, advocates and community partners from across nations, 
pueblos and tribes of NM will come together to strengthen early childhood systems. 
@NewMexicoECECD
 
SEPT. 17
JOINT OPEN HOUSES
IAIA, 83 Avan Nu Po Rd.
SFCC, 6401 Richards Ave.
Institute of American Indian Arts (1–5 pm, HTTPS://IAIA.EDU/ABOUT/2026-IAIA-OPEN-HOUSE/) 
and Santa Fe Community College (10 am–2 pm, HTTPS://WWW.SFCC.EDU/IAIA-SFCC-OPEN-

HOUSE-26/).

https://statefair.exponm.com
https://nmwomenlead.org/about-the-conference-1
https://nmwomenlead.org/about-the-conference-1
https://nhccnm.org/museum/exhibitions/
https://nhccnm.org/museum/exhibitions/
https://nhccnm.org/museum/exhibitions/
https://www.eventbrite.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/
http://Eventbrite.com:
http://swop.net
https://newmexicogrown.org
https://newmexicogrown.org
http://www.farmtotablenm.org
http://Maxwellmuseum.unm.edu
http://Maxwellmuseum.unm.edu
http://Cabq.gov/artsculture/Albuquerque-museum
http://Indianpueblo.org
https://maxwellmuseum.unm.edu
http://nmnaturalhistory.org
http://resilientfuturesnm.org
http://Santafefiesta.org
https://iaia.edu/about/2026-iaia-open-house/
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SEPT. 18–20
EARTH USA 2016
Scottish Rite Center
13th International Conference on Architecture & Construction with Earthen Materials. 
Podium presentations, poster sessions, reception, tours. https://www.earthusa.org
 
SEPT. 25, 1–7 PM
POLLINATOR PALOOZA
Institute for Applied Ecology, 1202 Parkway Dr., Ste. B
Talks from leading names in pollinator conservation, professional networking.
 
SEPT. 27
INDIGENOUS WAYS RED ROAD POW WOW
Santa Fe County Fairgrounds
Song, dance and intergenerational connection. Cultural demonstrations, food vendors. 
INDIGENOUSWAYS.ORG

 
SEPT. 29, 5:30–8:30
SF MAYOR’S AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN THE ARTS
Scottish Rite Center, 463 Paseo de Peralta
RSVP by 9/22:  TINYURL.COM/2026-MAA-TICKETS, Info: ARTSANDCULTURE@SANTAFENM.

GOV

 
THROUGH SEPTEMBER
MAKOWA: THE WORLDS ABOVE US
Museum of  Indian Arts & Cultures
Exhibition exploring Indigenous relationships with the sky and how stories and 
sciences speak to one another. WWW.INDIANARTSANDCULTURE.ORG

 
OCT. 3–DEC. 19, FRIDAYS. 8:30 AM–12:30 PM
EV OPERATIONS BOOTCAMP
SF Community College
Understanding hybrid and electric vehicle diagnostics, repair and safety. Free to 
qualified NM residents. https://sfcc.augusoft.net, 505-428-1324, CANDICE.MIRABAL@

SFCC.EDU

 
OCT. 3–4
HARVEST FESTIVAL
El Rancho de las Golondrinas, La Ciénega
Living history museum’s program, local foods, talks and demonstrations. 
GOLONDRINAS.ORG

 
THROUGH OCT. 4
ROADSIDE ATTRACTIONS
New Mexico Museum of  Art, 107 W. Palace Ave.
Photographic exhibition of Route 66 landmarks traces visual and cultural legacy of 
America’s storied highway. HTTPS://WWW.NMARTMUSEUM.ORG

 
OCT. 8, 5 PM
GOVERNOR’S AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN THE ARTS
St. Francis Auditorium, NM Museum of  Art
Selected by the governor, NM Arts, NM Arts Commission.
 
OCT. 10–12
SF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ DAY
Santa Fe Plaza
Traditional and contemporary Native dance and music, poetry and storytelling, Buffalo 
and Hoop dancers, cultural exhibits. SANTAFE.ORG/INDIGENOUSPEOPLESDAY

 
OCT. 14–19
SF INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL
Screenings, panels, parties and awards. Santafe.film

THROUGH OCT. 16, TUES–SAT, 12–5 PM
OUT OF THE VAULT: THE COLLEGE OF SANTA FE COLLECTION 
OF PHOTOGRAPHS
Community Gallery, 201 W. Marcy St.
Internationally recognized and locally admired photographers. Free.
 
OCT. 17, 9 AM–4 PM
STEM PATHWAYS FOR ALL
SF Community College
Hands-on STEM workshops on science, technology, engineering, math. STEAM Fair 
exhibits, keynote speaker. Open to fifth- to eighth-grade students. Registration: forms.gle/
sg17peCsResntxus9
 
THROUGH OCT. 18
CONTINUUM: BLINDFALL, FIRST STRIKE (CONTINUUM)
Vladem Contemporary/ NM Museum of  Art
Immersive exhibition by Virgil Ortiz and Eric F. Garcia evokes the spirit of Pueblo people 
through clay, painting, fashion, film and installation. The past is reimagined as a living 
force that shapes the present and future. $3–$12. NMARTMUSEUM.ORG

 
OCT. 19–21
AMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION–NM
State Conference. Theme: Planning Close to Home: Good Neighbors, Great Places. 
HTTPS://NEWMEXICO.PLANNING.ORG

 
OCT. 28–30
REGENERATE CONFERENCE: “STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION”
SF Community Convention Center
10/28: Workshop Day (open to the public). Demos and informative sessions led by experts. 
10/29: Full day of plenary presentations and panels. 10/30: Plenaries, panels, roundtables 
and exhibits. Presented by Quivira Coalition, American Grassfed, Holistic Management 
Intl.
 
THROUGH NOV. 30
I AM CLAY: ACOMA LIFE IN FIGURES
Museum of  International Folk Art, 706 Cam. Lejo
Community-curated show of figurative pottery works by Acoma Pueblo artists from 
ancient times and today. 505-476-1204, $3–$12, MOIFA.ORG

 
THROUGH JAN. 3, 2027
BUILDING WORLDS: KEN FURY AND GARY MEDINA COOK
IAIA Museum of  Contemporary Native Arts
Contemporary Genízaro artists shed light on a long obscured history of cultural narratives 
of the Southwest. HTTPS://IAIA.EDU/EVENT/BUILDING-WORLDS-KEN-FURY-GARY-MEDINA-

COOK/

 
THROUGH MARCH 7, 2027
“STARS, STRIPES AND FIRST AMERICANS”
Museum of  Indian Arts and Culture, 710 Cam. Lejo
The many meanings of the American flag, as seen on objects from the late-19th century 
through the 21st. Also, “Route 66 Is Indian Country.” $7–$12.Closed Mondays. 505-476-
1269, INDIANARTSANDCULTURE.ORG

 
THROUGH SEPT. 12, 2027
“1912”
NM History Museum
New exhibition offering a snapshot of the state at a time of remarkable change and growth, 
exploring what formally tied 327,000 Nuevo Mexicanos to the Union.

OCTOBER 3
STAND UP FOR NATURE
SF Farmers’ Market Pavilion
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Astrophysicist will connect Indigenous sky knowledge, science, culture and conservation. Music by 
Lone Piñon. Dinner. $195 benefits SF Conservation Trust. 505-989-7019, 
WWW.SFCT.ORG

SATURDAYS THROUGH DEC., 9 AM–2 PM
SANTA FE ARTISTS MARKET
The Railyard north of  the Water Tower
Local juried artists sell fine art and crafts. INFO@SANTAFEARTISTSMARKET.COM

SUNDAYS
RAILYARD ARTISAN MARKET
SF Farmers’ Market Pavilion
Gifts, souvenirs and mementos from local artisans and creative small businesses. 
SANTAFEFARMERSMARKET.COM

 
MON.–FRI.
POEH CULTURAL CENTER AND MUSEUM
78 Cities of  Gold Rd., Pueblo of  Pojoaque
Di Wae Powa: They Came Back: Historical Pueblo pottery. The Why, group show of Native artists. 
Nah Poeh Meng: core installation highlighting Pueblo artists and history. $7–$10. 505-455-5041
 
MON.–SAT., 8 AM–4 PM
RANDALL DAVEY AUDUBON CENTER & SANCTUARY
1800 Upper Canyon Rd.
Free guided walks to see birds, Sat., 8:30–10 am. RSVP for Randall Davey House tours. 505-983-
4609, RANDALLDAVEY.AUDUBON.ORG

 
TUES., SAT., 8 AM–1 PM
SANTA FE FARMERS’ MARKET
Market Pavilion, 1607 Paseo de Peralta
Farmers and producers from northern NM. 505-983-4098, SANTAFEFARMERSMARKET.COM

 
TUES.–SUN., THROUGH SEPT. 7.
ROOTED STRONG: VISIONS OF AMERICA FROM NM
New Mexico Museum of  Art
Exhibition exploring the layered histories of NM’s lands and peoples, highlighting communities, 
traditions and artistic voices that shape the state and its place within the American story.
 
WEDS–FRI. THROUGH DECEMBER
NUEVO MEXICANO HERITAGE ARTS MUSEUM
750 Camino Lejo, Museum Hill
100 Years of Collecting/100 Years of Connecting, historical and contemporary artworks and articles 
representing daily life in New Mexico. Free admission. 505-982-2226, HTTPS://NMHERITAGEARTS.

ORG

 
WEDS–SAT., 10 AM–6 PM; FRI.–SAT., 10 AM–6:30 PM
SANTA FE CHILDREN’S MUSEUM
Interactive exhibits, play areas, weekly programs. $10/$8/$7/$3/one & under free. 505-989-8359, 
SANTAFECHILDRENSMUSEUM.ORG

 
WEDS–SUN.
EL RANCHO DE LAS GOLONDRINAS
334 Los Pinos Rd., La Ciénega
Living History Museum dedicated to the heritage and culture of 18th- and 19th-century New 
Mexico. 505-471-2261, GOLONDRINAS.ORG

 
SAT., 9 AM–2 PM THROUGH DECEMBER
SANTA FE ARTISTS MARKET
SF Railyard north of  the water tower
More than 40 artists from around NM. Ceramicists, photographers, woodworkers, jewelry makers, 
fiber artists, sculptors. Free. SANTAFEARTISTSMARKET.COM

SAT., 9–4, SUN., 10–4
EL MERCADO DE EL MUSEO
El Museo Cultural de Santa Fe
Many vendors. Art, jewelry, herbal remedies, textiles, beads, tapestries, books, 
furniture and more.
 
COMMUNITY WATER SERIES
9/10, 6–7 pm: River talk at Iconic Red; 9/17, 10 am–12 pm: Historic San 
Ysidro Tour; 9/19, 9 am–2 pm: Nichols Reservoir Tour; 9/22, 12:30–2 pm: 
Buckman Direct Diversion Tour; 9/23, 9–11:30 am: Paseo Real Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Tour; 10/17, 10 am–12 pm: Urban Forest Management 
Workshop. WWW.SANTAFEWATERSHED.ORG/CSF-26

 
EL RANCHO DE LAS GOLONDRINAS
La Ciénega, N.M.
Living history museum. GOLONDRINAS.ORG

 
IAIA MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY NATIVE ARTS
108 Cathedral Place
Closed Tuesdays. $5–$10; under 16, Native and Indigenous peoples free. 
888-922-4242, IAIA.EDU/MOCNA

 
MUSEUM OF INDIAN ARTS & CULTURE
710 Camino Lejo (Museum Hill)
Maatakuyma: Essential Elements: Art, Environment and Indigenous Futures, 
Makowa: The Worlds Above Us; Here, Now and Always. $7–$12. 
10 am–5 pm. Closed Mondays. 505-476-1269, WWW.INDIANARTSANDCULTURE.

ORG

 
MUSEUM OF INTERNATIONAL FOLK ART
706 Cam. Lejo, Museum Hill
“Protection: Adaptation and Resistance.” More than 45 artists explore themes 
of climate crisis, struggles for social justice, strengthening communities 
through ancestral knowledge and imagining a thriving future. $3–$12. NM 
residents free first Sunday of the month.
 
NATIVE BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE
SF Business Incubator, 3900 Paseo del Sol
Monthly gatherings for Native American entrepreneurs, artists and business 
owners to connect, share resources and build pathways to success. Presented 
by UNM Rainforest Innovations and the City of SF Economic 
Development Dept.
 
NEW MEXICO HISTORY MUSEUM
113 Lincoln Ave.
“1912,” a snapshot of the state at a time of remarkable change and growth. 
The museum explores what tied 327,000 Nuevo Mexicanos to the Union. 36 
historic objects. Closed Mondays. 505-476-5200, NMHISTORYMUSEUM.ORG

 
SANTA FE HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
Seeking land, donated or for sale, to build affordable housing. Low-income 
homeowners help build homes and make mortgage payments to the nonprofit 
HFH. Property owners can qualify for 50% Affordable Housing tax credit 
through the NM Mortgage Finance Authority. 505-986-5880, ext. 109
 
SANTA FE WATERSHED ASSN. EVENTS CALENDAR
HTTPS://WWW.SANTAFEWATERSHED.ORG/EVENTS/

 
STATE MUSEUMS
Museum of International Folk Art (10 am–5 pm), Museum of Indian Arts 
and Culture (10 am–4 pm), N.M. History Museum (10 am–4:30 pm), N.M. 
Museum of Art (Tues.–Sun., 10 am–4 pm). NEWMEXICOCULTURE.ORG/VISIT 
 
WHEELWRIGHT MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN
704 Cam. Lejo

http://www.sfct.org
mailto:info@santafeartistsmarket.com
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http://NewMexicoCulture.org/visit
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10 am–4 pm Tues.–Sat. $10., children under 12 free. 505-982-4636, 
HTTPS://WHEELWRIGHT.ORG

YOUTHBUILD / YOUTHWORKS!
Paid training for Youth 16–24. Construction, Culinary, GED. 505-989-1855, WWW.

SANTAFEYOUTHWORKS.ORG/SANTA-FE-YOUTHBUILD/

 
ESPAÑOLA

WEDS, FRI, SAT, 12–4 THROUGH NOV. 4
“FROM THE PUEBLOS TO THE PACIFIC”
Bond House Museum, 706 Bond Street
Westward explorations across Indian Country during NM’s Spanish, Mexican and 
American eras. 11/4, 3:30–5 pm: Edward Curtis’s great-grandson presents interviews 
and portraits of descendants of individuals photographed by Curtis. 505-747-8535, 
SG.HISTORY65@GMAIL.COM

 

TAOS / Online
 
SEPT. 12, 12–3 PM
LOCAL FOOD FIESTA
1021 Salazar Road
Lunch, music, kids’ activities, local food entrepreneurs showcase products. 
Free. TCEDC.ORG

 
OCTOBER 3–4
TAOS WOOLS FESTIVAL
Revolt Gallery
Celebrating fiber artists, ranchers and sheep. TAOSWOOLSFESTIVAL.COM

 
THROUGH FEB. 28, 2027
DESENTERRANDO FUTUROS / UNEARTHING FUTURES
Exhibit explores adobe as a living practice connecting art, architecture and ancestral 
knowledge across the Americas.
Harwood Museum, 238 Ledoux St.
HARWOODMUSEUM.ORG

 
THROUGH MARCH 1
“HONORING THE LIFE AND WORK OF DEANNA AUTUMN LEAF SUAZO”
Millicent Rogers Museum
1504 Millicent Rogers Rd.
Open daily. HTTPS://WWW.MILLICENTROGERS.ORG

 
LA HACIENDA DE LOS MARTÍNEZ
708 Hacienda Way
Northern NM-style Spanish colonial “great house” built in 1804 by Severino Martínez. 
Open daily. TAOSHISTORICMUSEUM.ORG

 
 
HERE & THERE / Online
 
SEPT. 15–19
11TH TURTLE ISLAND BIOREGIONAL CONGRESS
Vernonia, Oregon
A bioregion is an interconnected community of landforms, watersheds, plants and 
animals, including human settlements. HTTPS://WWW.TIBC11.EARTH

 
SEPT. 20, 10 AM–4 PM
LOS LUCEROS FALL FESTIVAL
Alcalde, NM
Historic site celebrates northern NM agricultural heritage with traditional arts, 
demonstrations, music, food and family activities. MUSEUMFOUNDATION.ORG

SEPT. 20, 9 AM–5 PM
NURTURING YOUR LAND
Trees That Please Nursery, Los Lunas, NM
A permaculture journey through soil, water, earthworks and plants. In-depth 
presentations, guided site visit, panel discussion. Tickets: $99. TREESTHATPLEASE.ORG/

EVENTS

 
SEPT. 25–27
RÍO GRANDE DEL NORTE PUBLIC LANDS DAY
Near Tres Piedras, NM
Wildlife-friendly fence modification near San Antonio Mountain, camping and Sunday 
fly-fishing on the Río Grande. BACKCOUNTRYHUNTERS.ORG/EVENTS

 
OCT. 10–12
ABIQUIÚ STUDIO TOUR
Self-guided driving tour takes visitors and collectors through the village of Abiquiú 
and the surrounding Chama River Valley. ABIQUIUSTUDIOTOUR.ORG

 
OCT. 12–15
GOOD MEDICINE CONFLUENCE
Ghost Ranch, Abiquiú, NM
Herbalists, plant educators, wildcrafters, natural healers and others interested in plant 
knowledge and traditional herbalism. HTTPS://WWW.GOODMEDICINECONFLUENCE.COM/

 
OCT. 14–16
OUTDOOR ECONOMICS CONFERENCE
Ruidoso, NM
Outdoor professionals, policy makers and outdoor industry leaders will advance 
economic development strategies and opportunities connected to protected public lands. 
$167.24. Organized by Outdoor NM. HTTPS://WWW.EVENTBRITE.COM/O/29388975781

 
OCT. 24–25
RÍO GRANDE SKY FIESTA
Los Luceros Historic Site, Alcalde, NM
Morning balloon launches, Saturday evening balloon glow, live music, food vendors, 
classic car show, family activities. RIOGRANDESKYFIESTA.COM

 
THROUGH NOV. 13
LAND & LEGACY PHOTOGRAPHS
NM Farm & Ranch Heritage Museum, Las Cruces, NM
Photos of farming and ranching in El Paseo del Norte region by the Doña Ana 
Photography Club and the Photography Enthusiasts of El Paso.
 
THURS–SUN, 10 AM–4 PM
BOSQUE REDONDO MEMORIAL
Fort Sumner Historic Site, Fort Sumner, N.M.
Exhibit, 30 years in the making, tells the story of ‘The Long Walk’ and the Bosque 
Redondo. $7, children 16 and younger, free. NM residents with ID free first Sun. each 
month. NMHISTORICSITES.ORG/BOSQUE-REDONDO

 
EARTH KNACK SURVIVAL AND OUTDOOR LIVING SKILLS
Crestone, Colo. and elsewhere
Fiber arts, blacksmithing, hide tanning, Rocky Mtn. Survival, Edible and medicinal 
plants, internships and more. HTTPS://WWW.EARTHKNACK.COM

 
GALLUP NEW DEAL ART VIRTUAL MUSEUM
GALLUPNEWDEALART.ORG

The culmination of a nine-year project provides images of the works as well as scholarly 
information. Hand-carved wood furniture, Spanish-Colonial-style tinwork, prints, 
murals, western American paintings, Native art. HTTPS://CONFERENCE.BIONEERS.ORG
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